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DIALOGUE * A WORD IN EDGEWISE 


On Friendship 


As I write, it’s hard to turn my thoughts to any- 
thing other than the tragedy unfolding in Japan 
following last week's 8.9 earthquake, and the en- 
suing tsunami crashing over that country's north- 
ern territories. 

Hard, too, to say anything that will make a dif- 
ference. Oh, it's important for Americans to provide 
aid, and to offer prayers of whatever sort for those 
citizens bereft of homes and loved ones. But one really can do noth- 
ing in the face of what to the Earth is a shrug of its mantle and a 
wrinkling of its surface waters. 

'Two weeks ago, when I was on the West Coast, I met a young Jap- 
anese woman who had come to visit a mutual friend for a few weeks. 
After I returned to Minneapolis, I received a note that said she had 
become homesick, and had insisted on flying back to Japan. I've not 
yet learned her status, though her mom, who also was coming for a 
visit, is still in California, separated from her child. 

I have no solutions or anodyne thoughts on the tsunami tragedy, 
or the myriad others one sees daily in our nonstop media deluge. 


However, I do find invitations to “vote on these photos" despicable, 
as though the ruin of tens of thousands of lives is open to voyeurs to 
select the most wretched. 

The tragedy has started me to thinking about the very reason I 
flew out to California in the first place: friendship, and the chance to 
see two friends of long standing. I spent 10 days with them, enjoying 
conversation and catch-up, Dim Sum, wine-tasting, and drives along 
the coast to photograph the waves. 

I have no close family—my friends аге my family. While our inner 
bonds are strong, the outer world—politics, the ravages of nature 
and of aging—will sever them in time, at least on this plane. 

I remember, as I contemplate the current photos of this faraway 
devastation, that my friends share a concern for me (and I for them). 
They will call if they haven't heard from me in a while, and continue 
to care even in times of hardship. 

Despite the Facebook counts and competitions for longest list, rel- 
atively few throughout a given life are truly friends. It's a good thing 
to keep that in mind day to day. Make a call, or an invitation to get 
together. Tell them you care. E.B. BOATNER 
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DIALOGUE $ QUEER AS FOLKS И 


BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


Corley Is Minnesota AIDS Project Interim 
Executive Director 


KATHLEEN H. CORLEY steps into the position of Minnesota AIDS 

> Project (MAP) Interim Executive Director on March 28. She will 
oversee operations of the agency, plus assist the Board of Directors 
as it searches for a new Executive Director. She brings to the 
organization a broad-based understanding of nonprofit operations, 
particularly in times of transition. 


Photo Courtesy of Minnesota AIDS Project 


Mall of America Receives Spirit of Hospitality 
Award 


M O A | ON MARCH 13, at the Bloomington Convention & Visitor's gala, the 
' > Mall of America received the Spirit of Hospitality Award. It is given to 


a company that has made a significant contribution to the travel and 
hospitality industry, and embodies the spirit of commitment to the 
success and future of Minnesota and Bloomington as elite visitor 
destinations. 


MALL OF AMERICA ç 


Full Financial & Legal planning for 
the GLBT community. 


The Harbor Group, Inc. 


An Independent Financial and Legal Firm 
200 Village Center Drive, Suite 700 
North Oaks, MN 55127 
651-633-5611 
www.harborgroupcommunity.com [F 
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ExtraABBAganza Concert in 2010. Photo by Paul Nixdorf 


Twin Cities 


GAY MEN'S 
CHORUS 


Celebrates Three Fabulous Decades 
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The Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus turns 30 this year, but who’s 
counting? Most important, beneath the numbers—the thousands of 
practice hours, the hundreds of concerts, the tens of years—lies the 
human bedrock: those who sing and those who embrace their song. 

Gregory Wallin, a 10-year chorus member, recalls, “I attended the 
very first Twin Cities Men’s Chorus [“gay” was introduced in 1991] 
in concert at Heritage Hall in the Downtown Minneapolis Public Li- 
brary in the spring of 1981 with my friend, David. We were inspired 
enough to want to join, and mustered up the nerve to audition by go- 
ing together. Larry Whitely was the director, and after my audition, 


he said he needed basses. I said that was fine, and I was a member.” 

Now, the Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus (TCGMC) celebrates its 
30th anniversary with the April 1-2 Olé! Olé! Olé! Concert, together 
with Ballet Folklorico México Azteca and Mariachi Mi Tierra, groups 
dedicated to the performance and preservation of traditional Mexi- 
can folk dance. 

TCGMC Artistic Director Stan Hill notes, “This concert is gar- 
nering relationships with Twin Cities communities we have never 
reached before. Expanding on the original show commissioned by 
the Seattle Men’s Chorus, we are offering repertoire that goes be- 


Фб" Cities | 
Mens Chorus 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus in 1981 before "gay" was added to its name in 1991. 
Photo Courtesy of TCGMC 


yond the pop genres, affording a look at significant Latino composers 
such as Villa-Lobos, Agiuar, Favero, and Suchar." 

Hill, TCGMC's fifth director, who has led the group for 11 years, 
will be retiring in July 2012. 

As Hill shares, his hope is that the chorus will “continue to ex- 
plore and address issues that are relevant to them and the commu- 
nity at large." 

'TCGMC no doubt will continue to touch lives both on and off the 
stage, as it has in the past. 

Wallin says, "Going onstage as an openly-gay chorus was always 
empowering. Our first out-of-town concert was April 1984 in Chicago, 
where we performed with the Windy City Gay Men's Chorus [To- 
gether Again for the First Time]." 

For Wallin, "The highlight of it all was the weeklong GALA [Gay and 
Lesbian Association of Choruses] II celebration in July 1986. We hosted 
the international event with groups from Canada, Seattle, Dallas, Denver, 
San Francisco, New York, Chicago, and others—some 2,000 singers. 

"Individual choruses were featured each evening at Orchestra 
Hall, and for the finale, the combined choruses performed under the 
direction of Philip Brunelle with a stirring rendition of ‘A Testament 
to Freedom,’ with text from Thomas Jefferson—2,000 gay/lesbian 
voices singing, ‘The God who gave us life, gave us liberty, at the same 
time.' At the end, the audience wouldn't stop applauding and cheer- 
ing, so Dr. Brunelle turned back to us, and mouthed, 'Start again!" 

Many audience members have responded with more than ap- 
plause, among them Alan Braun, a staunch friend and financial sup- 
porter of the chorus. 

As Braun explains, “I came out in 1984, and a new friend sug- 
gested we go to the chorus concert. I was totally amazed that such 
a group existed, as well as by the talent and entertainment they pro- 
vided. It opened a new world for me, and I quickly became a financial 
supporter of the chorus." 

Braun is quick to illustrate the important role of TCGMC out- 
reach in building community: “Having commissioned “Through A 
Glass Darkly" [March 2008], I traveled with the chorus to all its per- 
formances, from Miami to Ashland, Wisconsin." 

Of the latter city, Braun relates, “At one point, I looked to my right, 
and saw а woman in her 40s in tears—it was obvious her life had => 
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Wedding of Dean Genth and Gary Swenson, May 31, 2009, 
Mason City Iowa. (In front, from left) Reverend Dr. Mel 
White, Dean Genth, Gary Swenson, TCGMC Artistic Director 
Stan Hill. Photo by Gary Peterson 


Photo Courtesy of TCGMC. 


Chorus members at the Des Moines Outreach Concert in 1985. 


win Cities 
Mens Chc=:- 


TCGMC at the St. Paul Winter Carnival Ice Palace in 1986. 
Photo Courtesy of TCGMC 


been impacted by addiction, and it was emotionally hitting home. I 
looked to my left, and saw three 60-plus women who were literally 
dancing in their seats to the beat of the music. What a contrast!” 

Hill stresses that a primary aim of the chorus is “to put it very 
simply, to defuse stereotypes.” 

This process works both ways, as was demonstrated during 
TCGMC’s extensive Great Southern Sing-Out Tour (2006), includ- 
ing performances in Nashville, Tennessee, at the Grand Ole Opry; 
Birmingham, Alabama; Jackson, Mississippi; Mobile, Alabama; and 
New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Hill reports, “The men of the chorus felt that we could best live up 
to our Mission Statement of ‘Gay Men Building Community Through 
Music’ by [confronting] our own stereotypes and fears of the Deep 
South, by going there and singing.” 

Closer to home, Hill describes a chorus performance in the Ro- 
tunda at the Mall of America. One family—Mom, Dad, and three chil- 
dren—listened intently to the entire 45-minute set. When Hill took 
questions from the audience, the mother politely inquired, “How is 
it that all the gay men in America are here in Minneapolis?” After his 
explanation that the local chorus was only one of 120 GALA chorus- 
es, the father mused, “Well, I didn't know they could sing low, too." 

Outreach, groundbreaking, and celebration merged gloriously in 
May 31, 2009, at the wedding of Dean Genth and Gary Swenson in 
"The Music Man Square" in Mason City, Iowa. 

These excerpts are drawn from the couple's wedding program: 
“Dean and Gary found themselves on the campus of St. Olaf Col- 
lege in Northfield, Minnesota. As they walked along...they saw a 
sign that read: ‘Gay Men’s Chorus Concert, tonight in the chapel.’ 
That evening, Dean and Gary, feeling as if they were the only gay 
couple in all of the rural Midwest, timidly entered the chapel, and saw 
100 members of the Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus....Hundreds of 
people came in, young, old, gay couples, straight couples, all smiling, 
welcoming, and happy. It was an epiphany....They weren’t alone. For 
the first time, they held hands in public.” 

Genth and Swenson became chorus supporters. When the Iowa 
Supreme Court ruling of April 3, 2009, allowed same-sex marriage, 
the two invited the chorus to sing at their wedding. And sing it did, 
40-strong, led by Hill. 

The couple’s program continues, “The Twin Cities Gay Men’s 
Chorus ends every concert with their signature song, ‘Walk Hand In 
Hand.’ As Dean and Gary held hands with each other...the choir and 
audience sang together words that would forever change the hopes 
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and dreams of two frightened men from Iowa.” 

Hill remarks, “We felt it was very affirming to be able to do in 
Iowa what we could not do in Minnesota. We were able to defuse 
stereotypes, not only through good singing, but by offering relatively 
rural individuals their first look at the gay community in numbers 
they may not have encountered before.” 

TCGMC offers a home to all, even to relative “newbies” like Ryan 
Mayer, who moved here with his boyfriend in 2010, but knew few 
people locally. Bars and the Internet weren’t the solution. Spotting 
the chorus website, Mayer sent a note to Hill. 

Mayer recounts that he “got a prompt response with details about 
auditions. I rehearsed an audition song, and went, although I almost 
chickened out. Thanks to the friendly and nerve-calming guys at the 
audition, I managed to make it through the audition. 

“Being a chorus member has allowed me to meet some great 
guys, and make some great friends I might have never met outside 
the chorus. We actually were discussing this [recently], and we all 
agreed that if it weren’t for the chorus’s diversity of ages and person- 
alities, many of us might never have met.” 

Dr. Jan Meyer, a 30-year friend of the chorus, remembers, “I think 
I read an obscure item in a newspaper about a new group called the 
Twin Cities Men’s Chorus. Because I love music, I went to hear 
them, and, of course, was immediately sold! 

“I became a donor first, as soon as the group asked, and also a 
season subscriber soon thereafter. I don’t believe I’ve missed a year 
for making a donation since its second year of existence, even when 
I lived in Chicago and Nebraska.” 

Looking to the future, Meyer concedes, “Dr. Stan Hill is going to 
be a hard act to follow,” but she is sure of one thing: “Sometime in 
the time frame of 10 to 30 years, I expect at least part of the chorus to 
sing two selections at my memorial service. I don’t have the date yet, 
but I have picked the songs. Of course, “Hand in Hand” is one. The 
second is “American Hymn,” performed back when the Livingston 
Theatre in St. Paul was [the chorus’s] performance home.” 

As a sort of exchange,” Meyer reveals pointedly, “I have been gen- 
erous to the chorus in my will.” E.B. BOATNER 
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Just picture what you 
can do with a rate this low. 


Cook up a new kitchen. Renovate that bathroom. If you can picture it, you can do it with a U.S. Bank Home Equity Line of 
Credit. Apply today at your local U.S. Bank, usbank.com or give us a call at 888-444-BANK. Go ahead. Bring your dreams to 
life. You’ve got the strength of U.S. Bank by your side. 


All of [TB serving your 


usbank.com | 888-444-BANK (2265) 


* 2.99% Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available on Equiline Home Equity Lines of Credit with a U.S, Bank Package, a 70% or 80% loan-to-value (LTV) or less, depending on market. U.S. Bank Package required. 
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credit with a minimum line size of $20,000 - $125,000 depending on market. As of March 1, 2011, the variable rate for lines of credit ranged from 3.99% APR to 9.25% APR. Higher rates apply for higher LTV 

or lower credit limit. The rate will not vary above 25% APR nor below 2.99% APR. An annual fee up to $90 may apply after the first year. Offer is subject to normal credit qualifications. Rates are subject to change. 

Ар Property insurance is required. Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest. Some restrictions may apply. Home Equity Loans and Lines of Credit are offered through U.S. Bank National 
LENDER Association ND. ©2011 U.S. Bancorp. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 
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by Heidi Fellner 


When spring arrives in Milan, I imagine 
its entrance must be sudden and exuber- 
ant to inspire the looks one usually sees in 
Vogue. But something must happen to our 
fairest season as she ventures deep into our 
imposing continent. When she finally ar- 
rives here, she is demure, tentative. Though 
fashion designers everywhere must kowtow 
to international trend forecasters, this sea- 
son’s predictions must have been inspired 
by someplace like home. Delicate details, 
muted colors, and youthful silhouettes are 
this year’s spring. 

Shakopee-based designer Christopher 
Straub’s collection takes cues from trend 
forecasters, but his spring collection is all 
his own. 

Straub says, “It’s definitely inspired by 
a garden, so lots of lush greens and char- 
treuse, mixed with grays, whites, and pur- 
ples.” 

While forecasters also help determine 
which fabrics are available, Straub opted in- 
stead to create his own prints from photos of 
hydrangeas, which are especially meaning- 
ful to him at this point in his design career. 

Straub shares, “There are these tiny lit- 
tle flowers, but they make up this entity. And 
that’s a recurring theme in my fashion— 
these textural elements. With this collec- 
tion, I’ve incorporated actual created texture 
and printed texture, and that’s something I 
haven’t done before.” 

Interestingly, Straub designed his spring 
collection as most established designers do 
outside of Minnesota—in the fall of the pre- 
vious year. 

Straub states, “That’s how the fashion 
world works, and it’s funny how Minnesota 
doesn’t get that. At this fall fashion thing 
last November, I was the only one showing 
spring. Everyone else was just showing fall. 
I had to call it a preview!” 

I’m not sure how one could get spring 
inspiration when our morbid Minnesotan 


SPINNING Straub 
INTO GOLD 


autumn is upon us, and more precisely, how 
one could forecast a trend that will gel so 
precisely with the collective international 
mood. 

Straub puts it this way: “The reality is, 
history repeats itself. So, within how many 
years, we should be out of a recession, and 
back into more joyous prints and luxury.” 

Perhaps, then, the earliest predictor of 
economic recovery isn’t the housing sec- 
tor or unemployment percentages. Look in- 
stead for full skirts, fuchsia, and feathers. 

Straub speaks very eloquently about his 
industry. It’s almost enough to make one 
forget that only a few years back, he was just 
another contestant on Project Runway. 

Before that, Straub was selling custom- 
made underwear sewn from recycled T- 
shirts. When he has a booth at the Twin Cit- 
ies Pride Festival now, he often has people 
coming up to him to report on that other 
guy they bought a similar pair of underwear 
from. 

Straub exclaims, “You just didn’t know 
who I was back then! A lot of people do 
own a one-of-a-kind Christopher Straub, 
but they only paid $25 for it back when they 
didn’t know this guy was going to go some- 
where.” 

To be fair, it has been a fast transition. 
Straub now officially has “made it"—with 
his own Wikipedia page, and all the respon- 
sibility and fact-correcting that comes with 
it. 

Straub laughs, "Some people will put 
things like: ‘Christopher was on Project 
Runway and has a stupid beard.' And that 
was, like, my favorite thing on there." 

According to Straub, the page is current- 
ly pretty accurate—for Wikipedia. It leaves 
out, however, what probably has made him 
So successful. For example, many contes- 
tants who placed higher than Straub have 
very little in the way of a career to show for 
it. In addition to his talent and creativity, his 
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desire to seize any and all opportunities that 
present themselves has made all the differ- 
ence. 

Straub relates, “I actually thought after 
the show I would be approached by differ- 
ent stores and different celebrities, and that 
doesn’t happen. You have to get out there, 
and you have to make your own name af- 
ter the show, and put yourself out there 
actively.” 


So, after the 
show, Straub immediately designed a 
line of playful accessories, and now is hawk- 
ing them on ShopNBC. He also has par- 
layed some of his out-of-the-box challenge 
experience into working the home-and-gar- 
den trade-show circuit, where he creates a 
wearable look from supplies purchased at 
Home Depot. 

Straub declares, “I could make crazy 
dresses for the rest of my life. I love it. I was 
on The Rachel Ray Show, and I made a dress 
of lettuce and kale or something. I even 
made a dress out of Cambria countertop. It 
weighed 63 pounds." 

His intense drive was forged long before 
Straub's appearance on Project Runway. One 
might think growing up in the Edina school 
system would be a nurturing atmosphere 
for young artists, and to hear him talk about 
that, it definitely was, but only ironically. 

Straub notes, “Гуе always been an art- 
ist since early, early on, and I was often 
ridiculed for it, and kind of felt separate in 

school from ev- 

_. eryone else.” 
АЗ. But Straub’s 
=. feeling of isola- 
. tion only deep- 
ened ав the 

years went by. 
Straub re- 
counts, “I almost 
felt like I thrived 
^ more as an iso- 
lated artist. It was 
more like, I don't 
care what you feel. 
I'm going to do what 

I want anyway." 
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Then, when Straub was 12, his father 
passed away. Straub's family began having 
difficulties paying the bills, so he started 
working at 14 to help make ends meet. How- 
ever, his father had been a bit of a tinkerer, 
and enjoyed owning all sorts of tools—a 
sewing machine included. It probably was 
intended for minor repairs, but Straub fixed 
it up, and started playing around with it in 
his spare time. Sewing became addictive im- 
mediately. : 

Straub recalls, “I couldn't get enough 
of it. I just needed to. It was my drug of 
choice—acquiring fabric." 

But Straub's hardships weren't entirely 
over when he graduated, and left home. In 
his early 20s, for example, he was home- 
less for six weeks while he fought to keep 
himself afloat. His roommate hadn't been 
paying his share of the rent, so Straub was 
kicked out of their apartment. He didn't 
have enough money to rent his own place. 
Staying with family members wasn't an op- 
tion, either, so he moved into a warehouse 
where he was working, and held multiple 
jobs until he could get back on his feet. 

Straub remarks, “It was an interesting 
time in my life when it was just surviving. 
That was literally all I was doing. I wasn't 
creating a business. I wasn't creating a 
brand. It was strictly trying to make it day 
by day. I think I showered two times in that 
six weeks. That's clearly not something I'm 
proud of, but it’s not something I’m ashamed 
of, either, because it changes you.” 

It’s little wonder that the highly-stress- 
ful Project Runway experience only fueled 
Straub’s drive. During the show, he took 
care to answer every e-mail he received 
from fans, even when his inbox swelled to 
800 messages. His dedication paid off. 

Straub points out, “Some of those early 
people I talked to brought me into whatever 
hometown they're from to be a part of a ben- 
efit, or design a product for a company.” 

But Straub does have one request of 
his fans: “People follow me around at the 
Mall of America with an iPhone camera. It 
doesn’t bother me, but I would rather meet 
you, and shake your hand, and take a pic- 
ture with you.” 

If you’d like to meet Straub, rather than 
stalking him at the mall, he currently is plan- 
ning a benefit fashion show in the fall. It also 
may be easier to purchase his designs very 
soon. He was coy, but did tell Lavender he is 
working with a major retailer right now, and 
hopes to have apparel in stores in either late 
2011 or early 2012. 

We hope to touch base with Straub down 
the road as well. 


For more information about Straub’s up- 
coming appearances and fashion events, 
or where to purchase his pieces, visit 
<www.christopherstraub.com>. 
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The Star Tribune reports that in early 
March, Hennepin County District Court 
Judge Mary Dufresne dismissed a lawsuit 
that challenged legal barriers to same-sex 
marriage in Minnesota. She wrote in her 
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According to Agence France-Presse, 
the US House Bipartisan Legal Advisory 
Group, made up of three Republicans and 
two Democrats, voted along party lines ; 
in early March to defend in court the fed- 
eral ban on same-sex marriage, the De- X O Do 
fense of Marriage Act (DOMA). Repub- 
lican House Speaker John Boehner said 
in a statement, “This action by the House ЦЕ [5L ci У с 
will ensure that this law’s constitutional- 


ity is decided by the courts, rather than 
by the President unilaterally.” The vote 


came after the Obama Administration an- When: Thursday, April 7 
nounced it no longer would defend key 
parts of DOMA in court. Time: 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
PROP 8 SPONSORS OPPOSE Cost: FREE. Ticket purchase not required for entry. 
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torneys for the sponsors of California’s FREE covered parking attached to theatre 
Proposition 8, which banned same-sex 
marriage in the state, are asking the 9th 
US Circuit Court of Appeals to keep the 
measure in place while considering its 
constitutionality. Plaintiffs in the case 
are requesting that the court let same- 
sex marriages resume in California 
while it hears the appeal. WRITTEN & COM- 
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NEWS ¢ 


ainbow Families 
Conference Features 
Jamie Nabozny 


In response to prominent suicides of 
GLBT students in Anoka County and Henne- 
pin County, as well as nationwide, the local 
branch of the national Family Equality Coun- 
cil (FEC) has made bullying the focus of its 
16th-annual Rainbow Families Conference 
on April 9 in Minneapolis. 

According to Mel Rexroad, FEC Mid- 
west Region Senior Manager, the event will 
be a time for current and prospective GLBT 
families, local educators, and allies to have 
fun and make friends, while bullying, an is- 
sue many GLBT youth face every day, is ad- 
dressed through workshops and speakers. 

The keynote speaker of the conference, 
Jamie Nabozny, endured extensive ridicule 
and physical abuse for several years in school 
for being gay. One assault left him with severe 
abdominal injuries that required surgery. 

Nabozny has fought to prevent other 
youth from being subjected to such harass- 
ment, especially those students targeted 
for their sexual orientation. He, along with 
Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund, 
won a landmark federal lawsuit guarantee- 
ing every student, regardless of sexual ori- 
entation, a safe school experience. 

Atthe beginning ofthe conference, Nabozny 
will speak. Bullied, a documentary depicting 
his life, will be shown in a workshop. 

Rexroad stated that she expects 
Nabozny’s story will show a poignant ex- 
ample of bullying in public schools, and will 
demonstrate what can be done, both locally 
and at a federal level, to combat it. 

Tammy Aaberg, mother of Justin Aaberg 
of Anoka High School, who took his own life 
in July 2010 after prolonged bullying from 
peers for being gay, will receive the Commu- 
nity Hero Award at the conference for her 
efforts to change bullying policies of local 
public schools. 

Rexroad said she hopes the conference 
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will equip attendees with information on bul- 
lying, and encourage others to “be proactive. 
Teach younger kids about bullying, so they'll 
understand when that's happening, and how 


Jamie Nabozny. Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


to be inclusive rather than exclusive." 

The event will allow many families to make 
connections with the GLBT community; at- 
tend educational workshops on topics from 
surrogacy to financial planning; and explore 
other resources available to GLBT families. 

As Rexroad noted, for many of those who 
attend, it is the only event where they get to 
meet with other same-sex families, clarifying, 
“A lot of it we want to be social. We really want 
people to come and have a good time, see 
their friends, and learn a little along the way.” 

Rexroad, who has 4-year-old twins, a boy 
and a girl, started full-time work with FEC 
locally in September 2010. 


For Rexroad, FEC’s goals are consistent 
with her values: “I really believe in what 
FEC does: promoting equality for all our 
families. I want our kids to grow up in an 
inclusive society, where people aren’t bul- 
lied for being different.” 

FEC is a national organization that focus- 
es on GLBT families, and works closely with 
policies to advance GLBT equality, including 
the Student Nondiscrimination Act, the Safe 
Schools Improvement Act, and the Every 
Child Deserves a Family Act. It seeks to end 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orienta- 
tion or gender identity at a federal level. 

In Washington, DC, FEC staff supports 
and pursues the needs of GLBT families, 
within the scope of GLBT rights addressed 
in legislatures. It promotes initiatives as 
well as the work of other influential GLBT 
advocacy groups, with the ultimate goal of 
equality and inclusivity for families across 
the country, regardless of makeup. 

Rexroad expressed excitement for a new 
element of the conference: a story booth, 
which will take video, audio, and pictures 
of parents, their children, and others. She 
hopes it will give attendees a chance to tell 
their story, and share what they would like 
to do at future conferences. 

Children ages 8 and under will have 
story time, crafts, activities by My Gym of 
Eden Prairie, and more. CLIMB Theatre, 
COLAGE (Children of Lesbians and Gays 
Everywhere), and others will host programs 
for kids ages 9 to 18. 

The conference requires registration and 
a fee to participate. Rexroad expects 500 at- 
tendees, including 150 kids, in addition to 70 
volunteers and 30 paid teachers. 

For information on the conference, in- 
cluding registration and volunteer opportu- 
nities, visit <www.familiyequality.org/confer 
ence>. KAITLYN E. WALSH 
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NEWS * BEHAVING BRADLEY 


THE STORY OF 


ANDREW WILFAHRT 


One morning a couple weeks back, I 
stood at the bathroom mirror, mindlessly 
engaged in my morning ablutions. I love 
that word. Please use it in a sentence at 
some point in your day. 

Anyway, there I stood, brushing my 
teeth, slowly entering consciousness, as the 
unruffled voice of Minnesota Public Radio 
calmly told me of the day’s news. I always 
listen to MPR in the morning. It’s kind of 
like a good friend. And, like a good friend, 
half the time, I’m not even listening to it, but 
its mere presence comforts me nonethe- 
less. As often happens, a certain story will 
grab my attention, and bring me back to the 
land of the living. 

This particular morning, it was the 
tale of a Minnesota soldier killed in Af- 
ghanistan, 31-year-old Corporal Andrew 
Wilfahrt of Rosemount. He died after his 
patrol was attacked with an improvised 
explosive device. Politics and Afghanistan 
policy aside, nothing brings home the 
reality of war like the death of someone 
from your own backyard. 

Cathy Wurzer was interviewing Wil- 
fahrt’s mother, Lori Wilfahrt. As Wurzer 
opened her interview, she described him as 
“a gentle soul” who “loved classical music.” 
Call me cynical or just a really savvy homo- 
sexual media observer, but I thought to my- 
self: “That sounds like code for gay.” Ears 
pricked, I continued to listen. Then, about 
halfway through the interview, my hunch 
was confirmed. Wurzer said, “He was also 
gay.” This guy from Minnesota who was 
killed in Afghanistan was gay. 

Wurzer went on to ask Wilfahrt how much 
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her son’s being gay concerned her when she 
learned he would enter the military. 

Wilfahrt replied, “It did a lot. I think 
it concerned him as well. He spent a lot 
of time thinking about it, and he came to 
terms with it. He knew he would have to go 
back in the closet, and would have to keep 
that to himself. And he did, for at least part 
of his stay in the Army. But when I talked 
to him [or when he wrote maybe] when he 
was in Afghanistan, he said, ‘Nobody cares.’ 
He said, ‘Everybody knows. Nobody cares.’ 
He said, ‘Even the really conservative, re- 
ligious types—they didn’t care, either.’ He 
said, ‘It’s about something else.” 

As I stood there listening, toothpaste 
now drying on my face, I thought to myself, 
“Wow. This is a big story. Here’s very likely 
the first known gay soldier from Minnesota 
killed in action in Afghanistan. It’s a story 
about a brave young man who sacrificed his 
life in a military that didn’t recognize his 
humanity officially, and for a country that 
didn’t recognize him fully as an equal mem- 


ber of society.” 

When I got to the office later that morn- 
ing, I decided to dig deeper into the story, 
and see what else was out there. Very 
quickly into my Google frenzy, however, I 
realized that not everyone shared my en- 
thusiasm. Of all the local media to cover 
Wilfahrt’s death, only MPR mentioned he 
was gay. At the time this column goes to 
press, MPR is still the only local media to 
do so. Sad. 

Still, in addition to MPR's contribu- 
tion, CNN, as well as GLBT media outlets, 
picked up the story, and have been sharing 
it across the Internet. 

Wurzer and MPR should be com- 
mended for the interview and coverage. 
Wilfahrt’s story dispels a whole host of 
stereotypes perpetuated by many outside 
our community, but some even within it. 
Gay people aren’t the trumped-up threat 
to unit cohesion that right-wing ideo- 
logues would have one believe. And gays 
are not simply the two-dimensional, ma- 
terialistic narcissists our own community 
often would have one believe. 

For a community that, so starved for 
leaders, all too often elevates pseudoceleb- 
rities and mediocre pop stars to hero sta- 
tus, Wilfahrt’s death was genuinely heroic. 
It should be commemorated. 

Let’s honor the life and the sacrifice of 
Andrew Wilfahrt. Share his story with your 
friends and family. If you can do more, his 
family has suggested donations in his honor 
to OutFront Minnesota, the American Civil 
Liberties Union, or the Minnesota Armed 
Services Center. BRADLEY TRAYNOR 
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LORING THEATER MARKS 
TAMMY FAYE/S GOLDEN 


WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 


ou probably have passed by the 

historic theater building at 1407 

Nicollet Avenue, Minneapolis. 

In 1920, it opened as a movie 
and vaudeville house. In the late 1950s, it 
became the Minneapolis Evangelistic Audi- 
torium. In the 1980s, it was home to Cricket 
Theatre. In the 1990s, it was rechristened 
the Music Box Theatre. In 2008, the com- 
edy smash Triple Espresso ended its amaz- 
ing 12-year run there. 

Director/producer Steve Barberio 
has revitalized the space by returning to 
its roots, as well as its original name, the 
Loring Theater. He honors its beginnings, 
while tapping in to present-day reality. 

When the establishment first opened, it 
featured silent films and vaudeville. In those 
days, folks flocked to these live comedy acts 
in the same way we go to the movies today. 

The new Loring offers a contemporary 
equivalent that gives local performers and 
producers a splendid historical venue. 

Barberio shares, "We're offering an 
eclectic mix of entertainment to a broad 
range of audiences. We see ourselves as a 
modern-day variety house, which means we 
are presenting theater, cinema, music, and 
dance events in a fresh and modern way." 

The Mimosa Movies film series on Sun- 
days screens a wide range of “oldies but good- 
ies” like Sixteen Candles and Casablanca. Live 
performances include the terrific 7-Shot Sym- 
phony, by the innovative theater troupe Live 
Action Set, whose co-artistic director, Noah 
Bremer, calls the space “large, but intimate.” 

On April 1, the Loring Theater is host- 
ing a special event, Where Tammy Tied The 
Knot. It refers to the legendary Tammy 
Faye Bakker, née Tamara Faye LaValley in 
1942 in International Falls, Minnesota. Her 
marriage to Jim Bakker capitalized on their 
popular TV show, The PTL Club. PTL is an 
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enge 


acronym for "Praise the Lord," but it came 
to be known as “Pass the Loot.” Things fell 
apart when he was tried, convicted, and im- 
prisoned for fraud involving the evangelical 
theme park Heritage USA. The couple di- 
vorced in 1992, and she married Roe Mess- 
ner in 1993. She died in 2007 after an 11- 
year battle with lung cancer. 

While attending North Central Bible 
College in Minneapolis, and working at a 
Minneapolis beauty parlor, LaValley met 
her fellow student and future adulterous 
husband, the ambitious Bakker. On April 
1, 1961, they were married in the basement 
prayer room of the Minneapolis Evangelis- 
tic Auditorium. 

This year, on April Fools’ Day, the Loring 
Theater is celebrating the couple’s Golden 
Wedding Anniversary right onsite. You can 
take a trip down actual memory lane, as the 
Loring recreates the ambience of 1961 and 
two Bible college students in love. 

Loring Public Relations Director Paul 
Anderton calls the event “an affectionate 


celebration of Tammy Faye’s character. It’s 
clear that Tammy’s openheartedness and 
uncontainable sense of fun made her popu- 
lar with the gay community. April 1 will be 
full of surprises.” 

Things get under way with 7:30 PM 
screening of the acclaimed cult classic doc- 
umentary The Eyes of Tammy Faye (2000), 
narrated by RuPaul. It reveals that she was 
not the bigot that so many other evangelical 
Christians of her heyday were. In fact, she 
was tearfully sympathetic to people with 
AIDS, which was quite gutsy in the Reagan 
Era, when the stigma of the disease was es- 
pecially severe. She aimed toward the no- 
tion of unconditional love, quite unlike her 
televangelist contemporaries, Jerry Falwell 
and Pat Robertson. 

A panel discussion called Tammy Talk 
follows at 9 PM. And a 1960s Wedding Re- 
ception and Bouquet Toss from the balcony 
caps it all off at 9:30 PM. 

1960s wedding attire is recommended. 
You can get a 20 percent discount at Via’s 
Vintage Wear in Uptown Minneapolis just 
by mentioning Tammy Faye’s name. 

Lavenders very own Wanda Wisdom, 
who will give the wedding toast, says, “Wan- 
da’s hair will be higher and eye makeup 
thicker than ever in honor of the lady that 
inspired drag queens all over the world. I’ve 
got some big lashes to fill, but I can’t wait to 
help celebrate the life of a truly remarkable 
lady. Tammy Faye was a larger-than-life diva 
and icon, but also just a humble hometown 
girl with a warm heart.” JOHN TOWNSEND 


Where Tammy Tied The Knot 
Apr. 1 

Loring Theater 

1407 Nicollet Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 353-6781 
www.loringtheater.com 


Northrop Concerts and Lectures is a fiscal year 2010 recipient of an Art: 
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NORTHROP DANCE PRESENTS 


Nicholas Leichter Dance 
with Monstah Black 


THE WHIZ: 
MONEYAPOLIS 


Presented in collaboration 
with Bedlam Theatre 


Wed-Sat, May 4-7, 8:00 pm 
Sun, May 8, 7:00 pm 


Intermedia Arts 


Featuring choreography by New York City-based 
Leichter and a commissioned score by infamous club 
performer Black with added musical selections, 
THE WHIZ: MONEYAPOLIS is a full-spectrum 
original theatrical extravaganza of song and 
dance inspired by the movie musical, The Wiz. 


Delivering a little taste of everything including funk 
postmodern, cabaret, hip-hop, drag, house, an 
psychedelic, Nicholas Leichter Dance traverses 
indscape filled with hopes, dreams, fears, and hom 


. NORTH ROP 
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es In Store tor 


A-GoGo 


Interviews with Lee Haugee, Jeff Heine, and Shannon Regan 


Come April 9, some big changes will take 
place, as Clare House passes the Bingo A- 
GoGo scepter—make that dauber—to the 
Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus (TCGMC), 
now celebrating its 30th Anniversary. 

Bingo Babe Lee Haugee, TCGMC Ex- 
ecutive Director Jeff Heine, and Bingo Babe 
Shannon Regan recently spoke with Laven- 
der concerning this tectonic shift. 


INTERVIEW WITH LEE HAUGEE 
Would you fill us in on the change? 
After almost a decade of presenting Bingo 

A-GoGo, Clare Housing is turning over the 
reins to the Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus. In 
the fall, Park House and the chorus will pres- 
ent Bingo A-GoGo. Clare Housing will now be 
diversifying our fundraising efforts to support 
our rapid growth in affordable housing and 
supportive services to people who are at risk 
of homelessness and living with HIV/AIDS. 


What will become of the Bingo Babes? 

I will continue with my Bingo Babe role 
through Beauty Pageant Bingo on April 9, 
and then help with training and a smooth 
transition for the chorus. Shannon Regan, 
the other Bingo Babe, will still proudly wear 
the title, and will no doubt add a Bingo Boy 
from the chorus. 


Will you be staying with Clare Hous- 
ing? If not, what are your plans for the 
future? 

I will retire in June. However, this will not 
be the last that people see of me. I am so ex- 
cited to actually be able to play bingo in the 
fall! More importantly, Clare Housing and the 
wonderful residents we serve are so impor- 
tant to me. My work in this arena has changed 
the way I look at my life in relationship to oth- 
ers. I am looking forward to volunteering with 
Clare Housing by cooking dinner at our care 
homes on a regular schedule. 
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Lee Haugee (right) and Shannon Regan. Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


INTERVIEW WITH JEFF HEINE 

How do you and the chorus you feel 
about this new challenge? 

I am of the firm belief that you don’t fix 
what works, and Bingo A-GoGo works. How- 
ever, each one has its own theme, and there 
is an opportunity to reinvent Bingo A-GoGo 
with each event. I think what you can expect 
from the chorus is a continued involvement. 
Several chorus members already volunteer, 
and help Park House with this and other 
events. You will see a larger involvement from 
the members of the chorus. Maybe even 
some music-related themes will show up in 
the future. That’s what is exciting for me right 
now—all of the possibilities for continuing to 
make Bingo A-GoGo a successful event! 


INTERVIEW WITH SHANNON REGAN 

What is your Babe’s-eye view of the 
new Bingo A-GoGo? 

When Park House found out a few months 
ago that Clare Housing would be adopting 
a new model of fundraising, we needed to 
start searching for another partner. This 
was not an easy decision. For the last nine 
years, Lee and I were known as the Bingo 
Babes, and the thought of finding another 
Bingo Babe that could fill Lee’s shoes was 
unthinkable. Where would we even start? 
The more I thought about it, the Twin Cit- 
ies Gay Men’s Chorus kept popping into my 


mind. Park House and the chorus have had a 
wonderful 11-year history working together. 
It just sounded like an incredible opportu- 
nity to work together again, and to bring our 
respective friends and supports together to 
celebrate all that we do. 


How do you see Bingo A-GoGo’s fu- 
ture? 

In the past 26 Bingo events, we have all 
stood and raised our daubers in the air, as 
Miss Richfield took us through the Bingo 
oath, stating, “I solemnly swear that I am 
here to raise money for people living with 
HIV/AIDS.” This will not change. We are 
still raising money towards this effort, but we 
are adding to it. The Twin Cities Gay Men’s 
Chorus helps fight discrimination through 
its work and mission. Basically, things will 
remain the same—it will still be that wacky 
game of Bingo. 


Would you share a few last words? 

Park House would like to thank Clare 
Housing, and especially Bingo Babe Lee 
Haugee for her dedication these last nine 
years. I have never worked with anyone who 
is so dedicated to her task. We would also 
like to recognize all the volunteers—without 
them, these many years of successful events 
would never have taken place. We look for- 
ward to our new partnership with the cho- 
rus, but we will never forget where we came 
from, and who helped us get there. Lee, you 
will always be Bingo Babe #1. Thank you, 
my friend, for nine wonderful years. My God, 
Lee, it’s taking 143 gay men to replace you! 
E.B. BOATNER 


Bingo A Go-Go 

Apr. 9 

Hyatt Regency Minneapolis 
1300 Nicollet Ave., Mpls. 
www.bingoagogo.com 
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Frankenstein. Photo by Catherine Ashmore 


Frankenstein * Apr. 3 ¢ Guthrie Theater * 818 S. 2nd St., Mpls. е (612) 377-2224 е 


www.guthrietheater.org 


Film director Danny Boyle gave us the Oscar-laden Slumdog Millionaire and Best 
Picture Oscar-nominated 127 Hours. After a 15-year absence from the stage, he has rocked 
London with his National Theater mounting of Nick Dear’s adaptation of Mary Shelley’s 
horror classic, Frankenstein. It stars Benedick Cumberbatch, from Boyle’s 1996 film cult 
classic, Trainspotting. See Frankenstein in high definition at the Guthrie. 


Barrio Grrrl! 

Through Mar. 27 

Children’s Theatre Company 
2400 3rd Ave. S., Mpls. 

(612) 874-0400 
www.childrenstheatre.org 

Playwright-lyricist Quiara 
Alegria Hudes has accomplished 
a theatrical miracle with help from 
composer Bill Sherman. This sweet 
little rock musical from The Ken- 
nedy Center for Young Audiences 
on Tour is relentlessly cheery, yet 
it never evades dark realities. 

A spirit, played zestfully by Mi- 
chelle Liu Coughlin, gives psychic 
support to Ana (a vibrant Desiree 
Rodriguez), whose overworked, 
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overwhelmed grandfather looks 
after her, while her mother fights 
in Iraq. 

Hudes demonstrates how, in the 
face of poverty, thwarted hopes, 
and categorical adult thinking, a 
childlike imagination can spur us to 
new heights and possibilities. We 
ultimately are reassured that life is 
beautiful, while knowing the nega- 
tive is always there to be reckoned 
with. 


Cabaret 

Through Mar. 27 

Minnesota Centennial Showboat 
Harriet Island, St. Paul 

(651) 227-1100 


www.riverrides.com 


Frank Theatre presents this 
musical’s 1998 book version, in 
which, dramaturg Steve Matuszak 
says, “all sexuality is out of the 
closet. And that’s only appropriate. 
Berlin was the only major city in 
Europe, and perhaps the world, 
where homosexuality, while techni- 
cally illegal, was openly embraced. 
Cliff [Max Wojtanowicz] remains 
polyamorously bisexual. There are 
gays, lesbians, threesomes, and 
hints of S&M scattered throughout 
the book and our production. The 
Weimar Republic [in Germany] is 
a place that’s relatively tolerant and 
adventuresome.” 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Cabaret goes on to show how 
the seams of human relationships 
were ripped, as the country mor- 
phed into Nazism. The early-1930s 
setting reveals the dark passage 
when Hitler shut down trade 
unions and all political parties 
except his own. Then, he went 
ballistic against Jews, gypsies, and 
queers. 

This production is the most 
boldly erotic show Wendy Knox 
ever has directed. 


Lucinda Childs’s Dance 
Apr. 7 

Walker Art Center 

1750 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 375-7600 
www.walkerart.org 


The 1980s always seem to take 
a back seat to the 1960s and 1970s 
as a time for radical artistic innova- 
tion. But beneath the Reagan Era’s 
materialistic surface, artistic con- 
ventions were challenged radically. 

For example, 30 years ago, 
choreographer Lucinda Childs’s 
Dance was derided and adored by 
its audience. She now reconjures 
the minimalist style for which this 
piece is renowned. It also inte- 
grates minimalist concepts from 
Sol LeWitt’s visual art and Philip 
Glass’s music. 


Feminine Venom. Poster designed by 
Jenna Lory 


Feminine Venom 

Mar. 31-Apr. 9 

Nick & Eddie’s 

1612 Harmon Pl., Mpls. 
(612) 486-5800 
www.lamblayswithlion.org 


Edgy director/playwright 
Jeremey Catterton shares, “I was 


fascinated with the Female Convict Scorpion 
films from Japan. Whereas this film genre 
is often associated with sadomasochism and 
pornography, I was greatly inspired by how 
the Scorpion films handled ‘women behind 
bars’ in a neoexpressionistic way, while also 
employing character and aesthetics from 
Kabuki and Noh Theatre.” 


ІШ 


|| 


bare. Photo by Laurie Etchen 


bare 

Through Apr. 10 

Illusion Theater 

528 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 339-4944 
www.aboutmmt.org 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre lays bare 
the souls of five Catholic boarding school 
students who seek answers to life’s questions 
in the confessional, at raves, and in dorms. 

Director Steven Meerdink, who feels 
the Damon Intrabartolo/John Hartmere 
musical resonates because of the recent 
teen-suicide crisis, muses, “We’ve all 
wondered if we would be better off keeping 
a part of ourselves a secret in an effort to 
fit in. And what accountability does each 
one of us have for words and actions that 
might lead others to destructive ends, even 
if those words and actions seem well- 
intentioned at the time? bare presents these 
issues in a very powerful way.” | 
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Licensed Psychologist ° 612-990-0649 


Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


Й bud Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 
Therapy Center 3 niversity Ave uite 


Ж- Gay men's cho 


TAINME 
кек NT y, 
a у COMING OU 


Y" 
£4 
MI TI 


AH A 


FRI-SAT, APRIL 1-2, 8pm А. 


Ted Mann Concert Hall [Friday performance ASL interpreted] 


U of M Arts Ticket Office: 612-624-2345 - 
El . You 


Online: T 


38 | LAVENDER | MARCH 24-APRIL 6, 2011 


Heaven. Photo by Marc Norberg 


Heaven 

Through Apr. 10 
Guthrie Theater 

818 S. 2nd St., Mpls. 
(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Battle and genocide are the subject of the 
latest from choreographer Joe Chvala, who 
observes, “After years of economic trouble 
up to the early 906, and the coinciding 
wave of political change in Eastern Europe, 
Yugoslavia began to disintegrate, as Slovenia 
and Croatia declared their independence. 
The wars that followed in Croatia, Bosnia, 
and Kosovo were the result of a complex 
combination of history, propaganda, careless 
political maneuvering, and economics that 
forced a redrawing of the borders of the 
former Yugoslavia. The result was years of 
ethnic cleansing and atrocities not seen in 
Europe since World War II.” 

Chan Poling, whose gorgeous score 
graced the beloved local gay film The Toil- 
ers & The Wayfarers, has composed music 
for Heaven. 


Oedipus El Rey 
Through Apr. 27 

Lab Theater 

700 N. 1st St., Mpls. 
(612) 333-7977 
www.tetrodelpueblo.org 


The US incarceration rate surpasses that 
of any developed country in the world. This 
elicits a grim atmosphere for minorities who 
are targets of a prison system that often is 
privatized for profit. Such is the world of 
openly-gay playwright Luis Alfaro’s contem- 
porary retelling of Sophocles’s Oedipus Rex 
in an LA barrio. This haunting coproduction 
by Pangea and Teatro del Pueblo beguiles 
with a ritualistic spirit. 
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Featuring the critically acclaimed 


CHILDREN 


ShowPlace ICON Theatre 
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ARTS * THE PAGE BOY 


AND THE SHOW 
WENTON 


CULTURAL LIFE IN 
NAZI-OCCUPIED PARIS 


ALAN RIDING 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


And the Show Went On: Cultural Life in Nazi-Occupied Paris * Alan 
Riding е Alfred A. Knopf • $28.95 


During World War II, Paris, unscathed, fell to the Germans on June 14, 
1940. By July, cultural venues—theaters, movie houses, cabarets—were 
up and running, a situation both encouraging and disturbing. The cast of 
characters includes most anyone known in that era in the realm of French 
letters, art, music, theater, and film—with a wide spectrum of behavior 
from total résistance to collaboration, and all the grays in-between. This 
period until the liberation in August 1944 was rich: Picasso remained and 
painted, and box-office revenues increased by 163 percent. But the appear- 
ance of normalcy involved cooperation with the Germans and the removal 
of Parisian Jews—artists and citizens alike. Riding questions the artists’ 
duty: Were they saving French culture, or merely collaborating? He quotes 
Britain’s Anthony Eden: “If one hasn’t been through the horrors of an oc- 
cupation by a foreign power, you have no right to pronounce upon what a 
country does which has been through all that.” 


Bingo Barge Murder: A Shay O'Hanlan Caper 
e Jessie Chandler • Midnight Ink Books ° 
$14.95 

Local author Jessie Chandler launches her first 
Shay O’Hanlan caper with panache. Shay, owner of 
The Rabbit Hole, a caffeine-cool Minneapolis coffee 
café, is plunged into intrigue and mayhem when her 
childhood friend, Coop, becomes a murder suspect, 
and begs her protection. Chandler is never at a loss 
for a quirky name or bizarre venue: Coop is accused 
of offing Kinky, former boss and owner of the Pig’s 
Eye Bingo Barge, adding insult to murder by doing 
him in with a bronzed bingo dauber, itself a token of 
an earlier huge win at the Magical Pond, an Indian 
gaming casino out west of the Twin Cities. Add 
to this mix Shay’s business partner, Kate; Shay’s 
landlord/mentor, Mad Knitter Eddy; gorgeous 
Homicide Detective JT Johnson, whose steely eyes 
and lush lips make Shay’s heart go pitter-patter; as- 
sorted sociopaths; and an adopted snaggletoothed 
junkyard dog. Coffee, romance, murder, and dog all 
make for Minnesota nice-nice. 
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Hot Lava e Rob Rosen * Torquere Press E- 
book at <www.torquerebooks.com> • $5.99 

Another fabulous buddy-diva-drag-queen-mur- 
der romp from Rob Rosen, who in 2009 brought you 
Divas Las Vegas. Newly-minted protagonists Chase 
and "Order Me A Drink" Brandon attempt to vaca- 
tion in Hawaii, but find themselves caught up from 
the first lei in sex and murder, sex and intrigue, and 
sex and alcohol—well, you get the picture. Rosen is 
a veteran writer of erotica for every major US gay 
publisher, including Advocate Men and Freshmen 
magazines, guaranteeing that the steamy scenes— 
of which the novel has a pleasing number—have 
been well-researched. The boys do undercover (s) 
work as their alter-egos, Judy and Liza, to get the 
goods on lying murdering bad guys, while Chase 
finds love in the arms of the FBI agent. A young 
street-hustler, Koni, and Brandon's sister, Briana—a 
gal with all the jollity of a hanging judge and sleuth- 
ing skills to match—round out this fast-paced read 
for a happy ending (for those left alive). 


THE MEANING OF 


Matthew 


My Son’s 


The Meaning of Matthew: My Son's Murder 
in Laramie and a World Transformed ° Judy 
Shepard • Plume • $15 

Judy Shepard states unequivocally: *Matt was 
not our gay son; Matt was our son who happened 
to be gay." From the moment on October 5, 1998, 
when she and her husband, Dennis, were awakened 
by a phone call from a doctor in Laramie, Wyoming, 
their lives changed forever. Matt had been attacked 
viciously, sustaining, among other wounds, lethal 
head injuries. Shepard sets forth his subsequent 
death and the publicity it garnered worldwide, as 
she emphasizes that for most of his short life, he 
was simply her son, a child to be loved and cher- 
ished for himself. Through her grief, however, we 
see how her will is strengthened, as well as her de- 
termination to see her son's killers prosecuted and 
convicted. Shepard first heard of the Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC) at Matt's memorial service, then 
attended an HRC dinner, from which she has gone 
on to use the harrowing experience of her son's 
murder in the service of others. Bl 


ARTS 


Lavender’s 
Out at the 
Movies Screens 


Children of God 


Poster Courtesy of tla releasing 


What a double feature! Start out with 
Lavender’s First Thursday, and continue 
with Lavender’s Out at the Movies. Both 
take place on April 7 at the stunning 
ShowPlace Icon Theatre, just off High- 
ways 100 and 394 in St. Louis Park. 

Lavender’s Out at the Movies screens 
Children of God (2009), a critically-ac- 
claimed film by Bahamian writer-director 
Kareem Mortimer. Its theme is rampant 
homophobia in Caribbean society. 

In the film, the fates of three very dif- 
ferent individuals converge on the Baha- 
mian island of Eleuthera. Johnny (John- 
ny Ferro), a white Bahamian art student, 
violently is abused by black Bahamians. 
He has an unexpected romance with Ro- 
meo (Stephen Tyrone Williams), a black 
Bahamian man. Meanwhile, Lena (Mar- 
garet Laurena Kemp), the homophobic, 
deeply-religious wife of a virulently an- 
tigay pastor who secretly has sex with 
men, finds her marriage unraveling. 

This remarkable film will shock you to 
the very core with its startling conclusion. 


Lavender's First Thursday 

Apr. 7 

5:30-8 PM 

Lavender's Out at the Movies 

Apr. 7 

Doors Open 6 PM 

Movie Screens 7:30 PM 

ShowPlace ICON Theatre 

1625 West End Blvd., St. Louis Park 
www.LavenderMagazine.com/outatthe 
movies 


dare to face your truth 


ee 


D а ге Minneapolis 


a pop коскан 
grea'premicre 
march 18 
through 
april 3 


limited engagement 


three weeks only 
performing at the illusion theater 


downtown minneapolis 


use code 
LAVENDER 
for 10% off! 


612.339.4944 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Proud Cultural Partner 
An Exhibition from 


@ Northern Trust NATIONAL 


Now on display. 


Science 


=> Museum 
of Minnesota 


smm.org | (651) 221-9444 


Science Museum Premier Partners: 
f junrniis  [TBbank 
Promotional Partners: 


© MetroTransit 


TACTILE 
Theatre 
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Toast Wine Bar & Cafe 

Tempt. Taste. Toast. Beautiful location 
in the Warehouse District. Happy Hour 
5-6 PM, Tuesday-Sunday. 

415 N. 1st St., Mpls. 

(612) 333-4305 
www.toastwinebarandcafe.com 


BARTENDER SPOTLIGHT 


Brass Rail Larpenteur 


Completely remodeled elegant 
lounge featuring male dancers 
five nights a week, Wednesday- 


Sunday. 

422 Hennepin. Ave., Mpls. 5 Нопеу | 

(612) 332-RAIL (7245) А. Small plates, cocktails, and all 
www.thebrassraillounge.com N that jazz! Live music nightly in a 


funky lounge atmosphere. 
205 E. Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 746-0306 
www.gingerhop.com 


ЊУ 


Upper Midwest's Largest Gay 
Entertainment Complex. Serving 
reasonably priced menu in main 
bar Wednesday-Sunday. 

408 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 

(612) 333-7755 
www.gay90s.com 


__| Loring Kitchen 4 Bar 
A neighborhood kitchen with des- 
tination appeal featuring contem- 
porary cuisine in a comfortable, 
inviting atmosphere. 

1359 Willow St., Mpls. 

(612) 843-0400 
www.loringkitchen.com 


/ 


19 Bar 

Shoot pool or play darts at your 
neighborhood bar—the oldest GLBT 
establishment in the Twin Cities. 

19 W. 15th St., Mpls. 

(612) 871-5553 


Lake Street 


WHO 
Nate 


WHAT 


Recipe: Brass Rail Punch 
1 part Bacardi Dragon Berry 


KT M Coale's 


Areanna Coale, proprietor. 


Minnehaha Ave. An eclectic enigma filled with 1 part Bacardi Limón 
joy and happiness. Everyone 1 part Bacardi O 
welcome! ber 


1 part Bacardi Razz 

Ж! 2 parts Orange Juice & Pineapple 
= Juice 
Splash of Cranberry Juice 
Splash of Grenadine 
Garnish with cherries, limes, and 
lemons 
Serve in oversize martini glass 


719 N. Dale St., St. Paul 
(651) 487-5829 


University Ave. 


Ф 
= 
2 E 
% Selby Ave. = МНЕМ 
A = Fri.-Sun.e 7 PM-2 AM 
а 
Ж WHERE 
Grand Ave. Brass Rail 


A 422 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 332-RAIL (7245) 
www.thebrassraillounge.com 


WHY 


“The best male dancers five nights 
a week: Wednesday-Sunday. 
Comfortable, friendly atmosphere. 
Happy hour daily Noon-7 PM. 3-for- 
P d 1's daily 7-9 PM. Full menu." 


Town House 

Fun neighborhood bar with a great 
mix of men and women. Karaoke. 
Drag shows. 

1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 
(651) 646-7087 
www.townhousebar.com 


F d Photo by George Holdgrafer 
J 
/ 
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Sere NI ` 
AHARA BONE 


Cocktails врт - 
Showtime 9:30pm 


SHOWCASE 


TOWN 
HOUSE 


Photos by George Holdgrafer 


INO Coxsalo 
Pumps and Pearls 
Drag Revue 


( 


Lip Service  Sat., Apr. 2 
YOLO - Fri., Apr. 
TNT Show * Sat., Apr. 9 
Cheapie Nights ° Fri., Mar. 25 & Fri., Apr.1 PW 


Your;Friendly Bar. Welcoming Everyone ° Serving Our. GLBTi Community Гог АИ Years 
Bar Bingo with Progressive Jackpot * Every Friday ° 6 PM l Benefits The Miveness Project = #B-04988 • Site Location 004 


1415 UNIVERSITY AVE. W., ST. PAUL - MIDWAY BETWEEN MPLS. & ST. PAUL - 651-646-7087 - WWW.TOWNHOUSEBAR.COM 
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9» Cheap! Cheap! 


pent 
ӨТ Rail & Domes 
8B Covers 


Karaoke with Big Wille 
Wednesday « 9PM 
Always Plenty of Free Parking! 


MONDAY Board Games 
TUESDAY Glee e ’Tini Tuesday 
WEDNESDAY Karaoke e Open Mic 
THURSDAY Men’s Night 
FRIDAY Du Dancing 
SATURDAY DJ Dancing 
SUNDAY Soul Food Brunch 10 AM-2 PM 
Full Breakfast Menu Also Available 


Cogle’s % Gir 


Areanna Coale, Proprietor 
Open Mon.-Sat. 3 PM-2 AM ° Sun. 10 AM-2 AM 
Serving Full Menu Opening to LATE Mon.-Sun. 
719 N. Dale St. @ Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul ° (651) 487-5829 


LAVENDER's 


MARCH 


SALUTE 


ED. & Empress Ball 


“Fairytale Costume Ball” Dinner & Show 
Hosted By 
Emperor XIX, Steven Yorek 
Empress XIX, Roxie Hart 


Saturday, March 26 * 5-9 PM 


Benefits Rural AIDS Action Network (RAAN) 


Gay 90's • 408 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
www.impcourtmn.com 


po desto КИП 


BRE ASS RAL 
>> INGIZ 


A 
5 Nights 
Wednesday- Sunday % 


в РМ-а:ЗОЈАМ S re 4 E 


www.brassrailounge 34 _ 
facebook.com/brassrailmpls ЕЗ E: 


JOIN US FOR OUR CENTENNIAL SEASON 


Chanttcleer 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 8 P.M. 
A seamless blend of 12 male voices. 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT FITZGERALDTHEATER.ORG 
OR THE MPR BOX OFFICE AT 651.290.1200 


This event is made possible in part by the Hi 
Arts and Culture Heritage Fund created y 
MINNESOTA PUBLIC RADIO by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. 
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MAPLEWOOD LAKEVILLE RICHFIELD тн 
651-766-9770 952-985-5855 612-866-0016 

EDEN PRAIRIE BURNSVILLE BLOOMINGTON 

952-941-5586 952-898-1636 952-767-3399 Premier Collision Shops 


No time to stop for our free estimates? Go to www.lamettrys.com 24/7 to receive an estimate via email. 


Early and Lote flight Happy Hour Takeout Available — Gift Certificates Available 
1221 Ш. Lake Street 612-824-1378 _ www.tumrupthai.com 


ЈикеБох:  МчаеојЈбатез 13752 Роотабјез • Рапбан о Darts) 
РиштабзјВепе тле Ануепезо Project 


HEATED 
SMOKING [РЕ 


OW 55 Мппеароп5 (64/2/87425553) 


Proudly, Our Sincer1952 
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BAR CALENDAR 


For club addresses, phone numbers, and 
websites, see "Out on the Town Advertiser Guide" 
on page 42. For events not at bars, see «Laven 
derMagazine.com/calendar>. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 26 


Fairytale Costume Ball: 
Emperor & Empress Ball 


Imperial Court of Minnesota Benefit for 
Rural AIDS Action Network (RANN) 
5 PM. Gay 90's. 


Elegance 
9 PM. Town House. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 2 


Lip Service 
9 PM. Town House. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 8 


YOLO 
9 PM. Town House. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 9 


Twin Cities Gay Pool League 
Year-End Tournament 


Noon. Town House. 


TAT Show 
9 PM. Town House. 


WEDNESDAYS 
(М.Ғ Jameson all 


D < day, every 
“у ~, Wednesda y 


ӘПЕЯТЕТӘУД сеп (ег VV Ф а 


/. ( 065: 
Al) Ммм 55102 |7651022.3100 


park 
tavern 


TH BSL? WINES 


—Wingfest 2005-2006 


ЗМО 
—City Pages 
BESMBOWEING BES 


CENDER HAPPYHOUR: 
—Mpls/St.Paul Magazine —City Pages 


TRIS? BOL ЕЕ Э —Mpis/st.Paul Magazine 
EEST PLACE TO MIST A 
COW PO BAM UB ПОД МҮ —Twin Cities Business 
BESTIEIACEIRO ` 
T8 ONT ВА 8| B Phil Weber (owner) 


3401 Louisiana Ave. So. * St. Louis Park (952) 929-6810 * ParkTavern.net 


1 НУК В, ⁄ 
/ K Lil. 21 SL I 


)RING KITCHEN è BAR 


MARTINIMONDAYS 


$5 BELEVEDERE 


LOUNGE LIZARD KARAOKE - 9PM 


www.LoniNcKrrcHEN.cOM * [612] 843 0400 
1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 


>? 


CATERING & EVENTS 


Award-winning catering, event planning 
and memorable spaces for every occasion! 


Apples Catering . Perfect Host Catering . Mintáhoe Beverage Services 
Picnics Plus! . Nicollet Island Pavilion . Van Dusen Mansion & Events Center 
Minneapolis Central Library . Cháteau at Medicine Lake 
Minnesota Boat Club . Saint Croix National Golf & Event Center 
Professional Foodservice . Twin City Casinos & Entertainment 


www.mintahoe.com . 612.253.0255 


Winner, 2010 Vision Awards ‘Event of the Year’ 
Meetings: Minnesota’s Hospitality Journal 
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Youre Really Family At This Neighborhood Hit 


he Olive Garden's slogan—“When you're here, you're family"—always has bothered me. When Im 
there, I feel like I’m part of a large corporate machine that muscles out its competition, and keeps 
prices low by dealing with agricultural conglomerates. If that feels like “family” to you, then you either 
watched way too much Dynasty, or you’re more screwed up than I am. 

For the real family-restaurant experience, look instead to Nonna Rosa’s. Like so many establish- 
ments that touch the soul, it’s run by a husband-and-wife team: Chef Francesco Suglia, who grew up 
in Southeast Italy, was captivated by the region’s ingredients and his family’s traditional cooking; and 

Manager Tina Suglia’s family was in the restaurant business in the Twin Cities. The two met and fell in love, then 
shared a vision of opening up a place in a close-knit community—something that would remind him of home. 


They selected Robbinsdale, but it almost 
didn’t happen that way. Another business 
was vying for their chosen space (formerly 
Thistles), but the community fought hard 
to bring Nonna Rosa’s home. The neighbor- 
hood’s early devotion took Tina Suglia a bit 
by surprise, and the relationship between 
restaurant and community only has grown 
closer. In fact, one patron recently presented 
her with a cheery scrapbook featuring page 


upon page of happy customers enjoying spe- 
cial events there. 

You get the feeling it has been a Rob- 
binsdale fixture for 20 years, but in reality, 
Nonna Rosa’s (full name: La Cucina Di Non- 
na Rosa’s Ristorante Italiano) opened just 10 
months ago. 

It’s a small space, and despite the harsh 
white ceiling, manages to feel cozy and in- 
timate. It’s not fussy, but little details, down 


to our server’s proper pronunciation of the 
menu, are not overlooked. 

The wine list is broad and suitably Italy- 
centric, while the signature martinis are 
playful and festive. A pulpy, refreshing Or- 
ange Basil Martini is an early sign of spring. 
The Good ’n Plenty Martini could be a bit 
weighty for some, but in mimicking its name- 
sake candy, the hint of licorice helps mitigate 
its sweetness. m 


(Clockwise from upper left) Orange Basil Martini; cofounders Tina Suglia and Chef Francesco Suglia; Risotto Mediterraneo; dining area. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 
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CUISINE * OFF THE EATEN PATH 


ДЕ”. 


(From left) Chef Francesco Suglia checking breads; Funghi Ripieni; Espresso Martini. 


When I’m on my own, I typically wait 
until a kitchen has earned my trust before 
I order either calamari (because it is my fa- 
vorite, and I hate to see good squid ruined) 
or stuffed mushrooms (because it сал be my 
not-so-favorite, unless handled expertly). 

However, our server urged us to order 
both the Fritto Misto, fried calamari, shrimp, 
and marinated artichokes with roasted red 
pepper aioli ($8.99); and the Funghi Ripi- 
eni, mushrooms stuffed with a risotto meat- 
ball mixture and cheeses, served with toast 
($7.99). When I am on the clock, I promise my 
readers to go boldly forth into the unknown 
no matter what the consequences. I’m very 
glad I did here, as both were spectacular. The 
Fritto Misto was delicate, crisp, flavorful, and 
not at all greasy. As for the Fungi Ripieni, the 
addition of risotto did wonders for the dish’s 
texture, and both meatball and mushroom 
mingled into a husky, forest-floor bliss. 

After a light, palate-cleansing sip of 
Nona’s Bellini—prosecco, spiked with peach 
and raspberry—we moved on to the meaty 


Ë. {a 


Gnocchi Bolognese ($15.99) and the sea- 
worthy Risotto Mediterraneo ($17.99). The 
two dishes were mild, and I did miss a little 
bit of kick. However, I respect the kitchen 
for keeping its loyal customers happy and 
comfortable. Tina Suglia assured me the 
chef would be happy to spice up dishes at 
the request of his diners. Even in their mild 
versions, both dishes were inviting. Gnocchi 
is comfort food at its best. The risotto was 
liberal with its mussels, shrimp, scallops, 
calamari, and a bit of a surprise—salmon. 

Both the Vitello Piccata—veal medallions 
with capers and a luscious lemon cream 
sauce, served with sides of potato and veg- 
etables ($19.99) —and the delectable Maiali- 
no Mediterraneo—pork tenderloin with feta 
cream sauce, wickedly good Kalamata olives, 
and mushrooms ($15.99)—were definitely 
more assertive. With them, we enjoyed one 
of Nonna Rosa's moderately priced bottles of 
wine—the food-friendly yet sufficiently-full- 
bodied Poggio Morino ($30). 

Dessert was Canoli, which was fantas- 


tic. If you wish, enjoy it with a bittersweet 
Espresso Martini, or try a traditional Italian 
digestif: Lemoncello Creme, or Averna—a 
Sicilian herbal liqueur known for settling the 
stomach. 

Additionally, Italian-themed movie nights, 
half-price wine bottles Sundays and Mon- 
days, a respectable happy hour, and patio 
seating make this restaurant easy to love. 

It may not have all the frippery of a Down- 
town food-tainment establishment, but if 
you're like me, sometimes, you just want to 
have a good meal at a reasonable price, and 
enjoy the company you're with. That's Nonna 
Rosa's. They'll welcome you with open arms, 
stuff you with food and too much wine, and 
proudly tell you about everything they love. 
And that feels like family. HEIDI FELLNER 


Nonna Rosa's 

4168 W. Broadway Ave., Robbinsdale 
(763) 537-3700 
www.nonnarosaswinebar.com 


A Food Co-op is a Grocery 
Store for Everyone 


We were started by the neighbors—people like you. 


Not a member? 
Not a problem. 
Everyone 
Welcome, 
Every Day. 


15,000 of your 
neighbors own 
the Wedge. Come 
and see why. 
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Oil and vinegar to tap, taste and treasure 
| ' С 


. q I ~ LÀ 
5006 Xerxes Ave. S. Mpls 
(612) 922-9192 We can ship your order! 
info@vinaigrettemn.com 
www.vinaigrettemn.com 
Olive Oils Scents & Lotions by Olivella 


— 


| mar жер жегу 


~ 


Minnesota’s New 
Wine Destination 


77-8. а адия 
жатама 


£ apo 4 3 
ERY & C 


Wo 
IRA ОРХ 2. 


10 
NATURALLY IT’S BETTER MUS P 
еее 8-10 
2 for 1 Beers, 1/2 


V NIEDRIG T 


Spring Wine Sale 


Mar. 31st - April 16th diim. 
1590-4090 Off (over 2600 wines) / N 
4 
Pre-Sale On Now! | 
Over 500 of the top deals | 
already in stock & On Sale { 
Huge, Free in-store Tastings Mar. all ^ i HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM 
31st- Apr. 2nd- check the website Нарру-Ноџг Mon-Sun 3-5:30 &8-С aoe Oe: ар k . Z 
Д | с ЈЕ DELIVER 2 | VOTED BEST WINE BAR BY | 
www.sorellawines.com _.Kindee Thai Restaurant. LAVENDER READERS FOR THE, 
612-339-4040 q. y —, 719 2nd St. South Н PPS Ба». 
: ^17 Minneapolis, MN 55401 
1010 Washington Avenue South | Mes ptis t 
Ground Level of The Bridgewater Lofts 4 py - (612) 465-8303 
| www.kindeethairestaurant.com 


Free Garage Parking! 10-9 M-Th, 10-10 F-Sat 


Hennepin 67 West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 


HONEY 


the sweet spot 


featuring local musicians and artists, 
serving delicious small plates, 
fine cocktails and chocolate! OO 


FOOD 


it's that simple. 


1 


205 East Hennepin Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
www.honeympls.com 

612-746-0306 


Bielenberg “ Tamaracle Woodbury 651.209.8182 Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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LEISURE * THROUGH THESE EYES 


Suffer Kor 


I hear it's not smart to have a television in 
your bedroom, but I do. I turn it on when I'm 
nursing a hangover. 

The TV usually is muted, and on a Sunday 
news show. I lay there in the glow of silent 
Sunday pundits, wondering what they're say- 
ing. I wonder about stupid things, like how 
early they have to get up, and if they ever go 
out on Saturday nights. 

It's also the only time I read that scrolling 
news ticker at the bottom of the screen. 

I wonder why the television always casts a 
blue glow, even if nothing blue is on the screen. 

I wonder why I had so much vodka. 

I wonder why I gave that one guy my 
number. 

DidIclose my tab? My jeans are on the floor 
next to my bed. I could just check for my credit 
card, but I don't. It's easier to think about it. 

Today, Pm going to text-message my 
friends to piece together the night before. 
I'm going to eat mac and cheese, and drink 
regular Coke. 

TH think about the boys I really wish 
would like me, but who I never ask. No mat- 
ter what their response is, I don't want to 
hear it. It's easier just to see them occasion- 
ally, and pretend I'm too unapproachable. 
I’m terribly bashful. Wince. 

Arianna Huffington’s face is huge on the 
TV. I wish the sound was on. I like her voice. 

I force myself up to brush my teeth. In 
the bathroom mirror, I see the PJs everyone 
makes fun of me for. They’re giant Christmas 
“Ho Ho Ho” pants I wear all year long. Some 
people sleep in their underwear or just a shirt. 
I sleep in my oversized Christmas PJ bottoms. 

I’m dehydrated. I like the way that looks 
in the mirror—like an instant four pounds of 
water weight vanished overnight. 

If I had a boyfriend, I would want him to 
see me like this, except with my hair done. 
Id style my hair for him right then and 
there, just so I could show him the full pack- 
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WHEN THE TEXTING IS EX- 
HAUSTED, THINGS FEEL 
LONELY. IT'S THE MOMENT 
WHEN YOU REALIZE THAT 
YOU'VE GOT GREAT FRIENDS, 
BUT YOU DON T HAVE HIM. 


age. He’d want to wrap his arms around my 
waist, I fantasize. 

I walk back into my bedroom, and look 
at the place where he would be, but isn’t. 
Because I’m too picky, maybe. Or because 
everyone else is just picky enough. 

So goes the Sunday morning routine that 
I maybe should be more embarrassed about, 
but I’m not. If something embarrasses me, I 
stop doing it. 

While real grown-ups are doing respon- 
sible things like running errands and work- 
ing out, I’m holed-up in the cool dark of my 
apartment, exchanging sarcastic texts with 
my friends about how hungover we are, 
and how responsible that makes us. We say 
things—like that we'll never drink again. It 
makes us laugh. 

When the texting is exhausted, things feel 
lonely. It’s the moment when you realize that 
you've got great friends, but you don't have 
him. Damn. It always goes back to that. 


Did you miss meeting him because you 
were too drunk? You’re hurting for a reason, 
you know. Or maybe it’s because everyone 
else can see through that unapproachable 
veneer, and it actually looks rather sad. 

It’s the hangover magnifying otherwise 
passing thoughts. The hangover makes ev- 
erything more emotional, more important. 

So many ups and downs. So many what- 
ifs and whys. So many reflections, self-pities, 
and promises that next time will be different. 
The night will be just as fun, but with less 
pretention. Maybe that will welcome him in. 

The hangover makes us suffer for the 
memories we made, the blurry judgments 
we reasoned, the poignancy of sometimes- 
painful solitude. It fills in for Mom by pun- 
ishing us for acting stupid. It’s one of those 
gross things that’s just common enough, 
though, to continue doing. 

The night before was so much fun. Noth- 
ing embarrassing happened, and a few new 
friends were made. You will understand this 
when the hangover washes away, but while 
it’s there, you have nothing else to do. 

They say that alcohol brings out the truth 
in us. People take this to mean that we're at 
our most candid when we're drunk. I think 
it's the aftermath, though, when we are most 
honest with ourselves. Thoughts scroll from 
the fun to the sappy, always in the extreme, 
teetering on that stinging headache and up- 
set stomach. 

It’s like reading that damn little news tick- 
er scrolling beneath Arianna Huffington's 
face—it tells the truth about what's going on 
in the world, while talking heads spout out 
only their opinions. 

The hangover mutes the noise, and re- 
minds us, like that quiet informer, about 
what's really going on. 

Maybe it’s our age that lets us fall out of 
focus. To be honest with ourselves, some of 
us, sometimes, suffer for it. JUSTIN JONES 


LEISURE * LAVENDER LENS 


FUR FLEE 
FOUREVER 


March 3-6 
Duluth-Superior 


Photos by Garrett Manzi 


ТОЕТ 


"S3 v e 


THE GLBT TOY SUPERSTORE} 


18,000+ Products shipped discreetly. 


www.neverstraight.com 
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CLOUTIER & BRAND Lea. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


Over 40 Years Combined Legal Experience. 


* Auto Accidents * Criminal Defense 

• Family/Divorce/Custody ° Domestic Partnerships 

* Second Parent Adoptions * Employment Discrimination 
* Wills & Trusts * Bankruptcy 


Elizabeth Cloutier ЈеатВгапа! 
PFLAG Member Rainbow Families Mémber 


612.332.5100 


www.cb-lawyers.com 
12 S. 6th St., Suite 510, Minneapolis, MN 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


This isn't how my life 
was supposed to be. 
Get Options. FE 
Get respect. 

Get clean. 


• Certified treatment 
facility 
e° LGBT exclusive 


e Substance abuse 
treatment 


° Sexual and mental health prog 
* Retreat-like setting 
* 25 years of experience 


(RIDE 25) 800-547-7433 


Creating Healthy LGBT Community pride-i nstitute.com/life 
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Syphilis testing is just part of the routine 


Men’s Health Clinic @ Red Door 


Thursdays in April 4-7:30 pm 525 Portland Ave. MPLS 
No Charge Syphilis and HIV Testing (612) 348-6641 


www.StopSyphMN.com 


GLBT News & Lifestyle at your fingertips? 


APP | 


You can now find LAVENDER” Magazine on the App Store. 
LAVENDER’ Magazine works with iPad". 


Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, Ро 
P: 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES 


jllSilvernale 


Accounting Services 
Taxes e Payroll e Accounting 


BEAUTY & RELAXATION HOME FURNISHINGS 


gallery co 


art + furniture consignment + staging 


1500 jackson street ne suite 192 minneapolis mn 55413 
612 747 6466 www.galleryco.net 


John Silvernale 
612-280-5463 


info@silvernaleaccounting.com Gi 12/599 
www.sSilvernaleaccounting.com www. eclecticspalon. com 


facebook us at “gallery co” 


HOME SERVICES 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY Celebrating 10 years 


of great remodeling projects 
Kitchen- Bath - Additions- Design · Remodel 


Home Business Opportunity 
Couple earning 6 figure income looking for 
business partners to build successful for personalized т 
home-based businesses іп the service call: ДА 
health/wellness and green markets. Timothy Ferraro, 
~ м Certified Remodeler CONSTRUCTION 


952-926-0164 


bluestemconstrution.com 


Business & Personal Tax Service 


Linda Muhlenhardt, CPA 


Trust us. Worth a 20 minute look. 


612-237-8118 


3953 W. 143rd St., Savage, MN 55378 WWW.COOGAN.MYSHAKLEE.COM 
nmi Gss stuff. 
bill a FINANCIAL SERVICES 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


AUTOMOTIVE 


HAGEN $ 2222 


Family owned and 
operated for over Ihe 
60 years! [сауы 
Full service for all makes and models 200 Village Center Drive, Suite 700 
Free Estimates North Oaks, MN 55127 
Insurance Approved 651-633-5611 


www.hagensautobody.com mW com. 
28th & Lyndale Ave S, MPLS Securities offered through Harbour Investments, Inc. — 
(612) 872-6671 Meter INRA/SEC 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small * Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 
Chris 612.275.2117 


BARBERS 


* Auto & Home Insurance 
* Business Insurance 


* Financial Services 
тийш 
Kelly H. Clark 200 
(612) 729-1509 THE HARTFORD 
HamiltonClarkGroup.com 


Rarbers 
on 


ryant i ја = ~ HEALTH & FITNESS 


transformations 
NO DEMOLITION | ONE DAY INSTALLATION 


*STAIN *HEAT *SCRATCH * BACTERIA RESISTANT 


Call for a FREE-in home design consultation & estimate 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


Audie: 612.203.1880 


Get Hard.... 


Invest W 


Dos 
Hel 2 get ROCK HARD! 


ur Personalized Training Routine 


toe lay and get the body you deserve. 
Free Consultation: 952-486-3344 
www.Get-Real-Fitness.com 


Visit our showroom at 575 Shoreview Park Road, Shoreview 
651-777-7600 
www.granitetransformations.com 


LavenderMagazine.com | 55 


CALENDAR 


MARCH-APRIL 


Friday, March 


Avenue Q. Photo by Rich Ryan 


Avenue Q. After a six-year Broadway run, 
worldwide tours, and a year in Las Vegas, 
Avenue Q takes on a whole new vantage 
when Mixed Blood stages the Tony Award- 
winning show in its intimate theater. It’s 
the coming-of-age story of Princeton (Tom 
Reed], an earnest, optimistic liberal arts 
college grad. When he ventures to the Big 
Apple with only his hopes and dreams, he 
gets an apartment on Avenue Q, which is 
about all he can afford. Just like in the real 
world, he and his neighbors struggle to find 
jobs, dates, and their ever-elusive purpose 
in life. Jack Reuler, Mixed Blood Artistic 
Director, directs this bodacious new pro- 
duction. Through May 1. Mixed Blood The- 
atre, 1501 S. 4th St., Mpls. (612) 338-6131. 
<www.mixedbloodtheatre.com>. 


од 


Thursday, March 


The Laramie Project. Tartan Theatre 
presents The Laramie Project, by Moisés 
Kaufman and the members of Tectonic 
Theater Project. It's a thought-provoking, 


critically-acclaimed, and emotionally-riv- 
eting theater experience of a small town 
at the epicenter of an incomprehensible 
crime. The play, which is the story of and 
the reaction to the 1998 murder of Mat- 
thew Shepard, follows a group of people 
and their interviews with the citizens of 
Laramie beginning one month after the 
murder and throughout the following year, 
up to the murder trials of Shepard’s kill- 
ers. Through Apr. 3. Arlie M. Knutson Audi- 
torium, Tartan High School, 828 Greenway 
Ave. N., Oakdale. (651) 702-8814. <www. 
tartantheatre.org>. 


Friday, April 


Olé! Olé! Olé! The rhythm is gonna get- 
cha! Feel the heat, and move your feet to 
the Latin beat, as the Twin Cities Gay Men’s 
Chorus (ТСОМС) melts away the winter dol- 
drums, and whisks you away on a journey 
to Latin and South America. This concert 
explores timeless Latin classics by Ernani 
Aguiar and Heitor Villa-Lobos; bossa nova 
rhythms of Antonio Carlos Jobim; and con- 
temporary music of Santana and Gloria Es- 
tefan. It spotlights some of Latin America's 
wondrous legends, like La Llorona; adds a 
touch of heat with the sensuous rhythms 
of the conga and tango; and features the 
heart-pounding music of Marc Anthony and 
Ricky Martin. You won't be able to keep still, 
as the men of the chorus thrill you in the 
visually-stunning and aurally-thrilling Olé! 
Olé! Olé! Ballet Folklórico México Azteca 
and Mariachi Mi Tierra will be performing 
with the chorus for both performances. 
Community initiative: TCGMC encourages 
you to bring personal care items for women 
and children at Casa de Esperanza's refugio 
(shelter). Apr. 1-2. Ted Mann Concert Hall, 
Univ. of Minn., 2128 S. Ath St., Mpls. (612) 
624-2345. <www.tcgmc.org>. 


To Kill a Mockingbird. This new, ambi- 
tious staging, directed by David Mann, ap- 
pears on Park Square's stage for the first 
time. The adaptation by Christopher Sergel 
includes a gospel chorus, and an evoca- 
tive set designed by Joel Sass suggesting 
small-town life in 1935 Alabama. To Kill a 
Mockingbird, a definitive American classic 
by Harper Lee first published 50 years ago, 
won the Pulitzer Prize in 1961. The play's 
hero, Atticus Finch, serves as an iconic in- 
spiration for tolerance and integrity in the 


face of adversity. His 8-year-old daughter, 
Scout, remains among the most-beloved 
young characters in literature, with her 
pluck, smarts, and willingness to under- 
stand the perspectives of others. Through 
Apr. 17. Park Square Theatre, 20 W. 7th 
PL, St. Paul. (651) 291-7005. <www.park- 
squaretheatre.org>. 


L 


To Kill a Mockingbird. Photo by Gary Anderson 


ONGOING 


Broke-ology. Directed by James A. Wil- 
liams, this play is the story of the King fam- 
ily, who have survived the hardships of life 
with their love intact. Now, sons Malcolm 
and Ennis find themselves increasingly in 
conflict over the care of their ailing father. 
This portrait of an African-American family 
caught between the future they dreamed 
and the present they have is a powerfully 
universal American drama told with un- 
common affection, honesty, and humor. 
Through Apr. 10. Pillsbury House Theatre, 
3501 Chicago Ave. S., Mpls. (612) 825-0459. 
<www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org>. 


Dinner with the Tsars: Imperial Russian 
Porcelain. This exhibition brings together 
approximately 140 superb examples of 
Russian porcelain wares produced at the 
Imperial Porcelain Factory in St. Peters- 
burg during the rule of the Romanovs. The 
beautifully-crafted, hand-painted objects 
present visitors with examples of inspired 
decorative settings and tableware used by 
the sovereigns and guests of the House of 
Romanov. Through Aug. 7. The Museum of 
Russian Art, 5500 Stevens Ave. S., Mpls. 
(612) 821-9045. <www.tmora.org>. 


Hamlet. One of the most powerful and in- 
fluential tragedies in the English language, 
William Shakespeare’s Hamlet returns to 
the arena at Theatre in the Round Players. 
The royal court is overwhelmed by grief, 
hauntings, real and feigned madness, 
violence, and treachery, as Prince Hamlet 
seeks revenge for his murdered father. 
Matt Sciple directs Clarence Wethern in 
the title role and a cast of 14. Features an 
original score by Don Sweet. Audience dis- 


cussion follows the Mar. 27 performance. 
Through Apr. 17. Theatre in the Round, 245 
Cedar Ave., Mpls. (612) 333-3010. <www. 
TheatreintheRound.org>. 


The Marvelous Wondrettes. This cotton 
candy-colored nonstop pop musical fea- 
tures the iconic sounds of the "505 and '60s. 
In a journey back to the 1958 Springfield 
High School Prom, the Wondrettes—Betty 
Jean, Cindy Lou, Missy, and Suzy—are 
four young girls with hopes and dreams 
as big as their crinoline skirts. It’s brim- 
ming with such classic hits as "Lollipop," 
"Dream Lover," "Lipstick On Your Collar," 
and many more. Throughout, we learn 
about their lives and loves. Through July 
24. Plymouth Playhouse, 2705 Annapolis 
Ln. N., Plymouth. (763) 553-1600. «www. 
plymouthplayhouse.com>. 


The Evolution of 
загі iet Painting 


Shades of Red. Courtesy of The Museum of 
Russian Art 


Shades of Red: The Evolution of Early 
Soviet Painting. The title of The Museum 
of Russian Art’s newest exhibition is an al- 
legorical reference to the historical condi- 
tions prevailing in postrevolutionary Rus- 
sia between 1920 and the late 1930s. The 
art of this period reflected a wide range 
of revolutionary idealism [i.e., “redness”). 
This exhibition of 62 paintings from a va- 
riety of private collections illustrates how 
the entire spectrum of socialist cultural 
goals was interpreted by Soviet artists of 
the time. It centers on a transitional period 
that seldom, if ever, has been addressed in 
any depth. Through Sept. 17. The Museum 
of Russian Art, 5500 Stevens Ave. S., Mpls. 
(612) 821-9045. <www.tmora.org>. 


For additional calendar events, visit <www. 
LavenderMagazine.com>. 
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HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


Mr. T Handyman 


On time. Done right? 


Put Mr. Handyman to work for you! 
W Drywall Repairs 
wf Tile/Grout 


М Door Install/Adjust 
М Caulk/Grout 
М Deck Repair/Clean/Stain 
W Repair, Improve, Maintain! 
Locally Owned and Operated 


PROFESSIONAL, SAFE AND RELIABLE 
LIC# 20633898 · BONDED & INSURED 


612-547-7000 


www.mrhandyman.com 


ODERLIN I N 


Bug 642-724-2080==mn<ez:s | 
|—— PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR | 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
! Emergency Service Available 


|WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


I 
| 3612 Cedar Avenue South Minneapolis MN 55407 
| Licensed, Bonded & Insured LICENSE #М1764#М359 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 


Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


Visit www.castlebri.com or call us at 651-699-4164 or 612-789-8509 


MN License #5657 
Hours 


M,T,TH,F 9am - 6pm 
Wednesday 9am - 8pm 


» 
ы 
КА Saturday 10am - 3pm 
м | ast e Sunday Closed 
Exper, 
sem P C 


Building & Remodeling У 


- Free Kitchen & Bath Design 
` Monthly Education Classes - Check Website 
- Staffed Design Selection Studios at: | Lice aman 
1) 2600 Johnson St. NE 2) 362 Snelling Ave. 5 vom 
Mpls, MN 55418 St. Paul, MN 55105 — _No,Unforessen Change Dar 


` Guaranteed Completion Date 


Remodeling Flooring Design Services Kitchen & Bath Handyman Services 


Win Heating and Air 


t Masters in Gas, Refrigeration, and Warm Air 


FREE In-Home Estimates 
Minneapolis 612-366-1934 
St. Paul 612-366-9712 
Surrounding Areas 763-757-4678 
Servicing the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area 
twincityheatingandair.com 


OS 


ie: 


RESTORATION ° RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE * DECKS • PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 


Your Complete Profersional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREMTN.COM 


TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


2 стегі J 


Dreaming of a home theater system? 
Stop dreaming and call us! 


Serving Minneapolis and the GLBT Community since 1951. 
Call for a FREE in-home estimate. 


AD sta ORD 


HOME SERVICE 
ELECTRIC * HEATING * COOLING 
AUDIO * VIDEO * SECURITY 
LIFE. STYLE. INSTALLED" 
952-927-7194 Kid 
www.staffordhomeservice.com ^ facebook.com/StaffordHomeService 


HOUSE CLEANING 


GREEN ASA 
WHISTLE 


Residential & Commercial Cleaning Services 

The best clean with green! L. 
PW o& our products аге non-toxic 6 biodegradable. 
Insured and bonded! 


Call lu (651) 895-5522. • Méca ne 
ШУГЕ 


INSURANCE 


WB 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


Nokomis Pet Clinic 
The Neighborhood Pet Clinic 


2917 East 42nd Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 


Phone:612-767-4546 


Amos Deinard, DVM 


NOKOMÍS 


PET 


CLINIC 


www.NokomisPetClinic.com 


LavenderMagazine.com | 57 


THE NETWORK 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


og 


bubb Taus 


Dog Wash & Dog Spa 


Self Service 


Located at the shops al excebsior and grand 
in St Louis Park 
3730 Grand Way, St Louis Park, MN 55416 
952-657-5300 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Thomas P. Carrillo PH.D., PA. 


Licensed Psychologist 
Individual & Couples Therapy 
400 S. 4th St. #854, Minneapolis 612.288.5000 
1600 University Ave. W. #505, St. Paul 651.645.0980 


Evening appointments, most major insurance accepted, and major credit cards accepted. 


Mindful Intentional Living 


Individual & Couples Therapy 
No Cost Initial Session 
Most Insurance Accepted 
Visa/Mastercard Accepted 
Lake Pointe Centre 


3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 


612.922.9100 
kate heffelfinger&msn.com 


E, 
Tom Glaser, MS 


Licensed Psychologist 
612-240-4289 


. www.tomglaserlp.com 


58 | LAVENDER | MARCH 24-APRIL 6, 2011 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., P.A. 
Licensed Psychologist 


Mariuntcripel 
Fun Experience, Serious Results. 
612-644-0451 


MarilynFarinella.com 


| NT [4 

Haubrich Homes é ) 

, RES pu 5 
ШІ SCOTT HAuBRICH 


612-298-5400 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Ill drive 
if you're buying. 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist $V 


МАМАК, 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


612.270.5722 


Advertise 
in 


THE 


NETWORK 
Call 
612-436-4698 


09226 ë äăž | 


Want to WIN 
an easy 


$100? 


Help get a thousand 
more people to 'Like' 
Lavender Magazine's 
Facebook page and 
one lucky 'Like'-er will 
walk away $ 100 
richer! 


Share our page on 
Facebook and tell all 
your friends. 


You might just 


be our lucky 
$100 winner! 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM 


CLASSIFIEDS 


BEAUTY & RELAXATION 


get lazed. Laser Hair Removal in Uptown. 
Upfront pricing. Book online. Evening & 
weekends available. Non-metered parking. 
www.GetLazedMN.com. (612) 627-9999. 
hairy(agetlazedmn.com. 2920 Bryant Ave 
South. 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Are you passionate 
about advertising? 
Do you have a track 
record of success? 


Work as a 
print and/or online 
Advertising Account 
Executive for 
Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing 
and events. 


You should possess 
strong sales skills, 
be self-motivated, 

energetic, goal-oriented, 
organized, responsible, 
and able to work 

as part of a team. 


Make your dream a reality. 


Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


No phone calls please. 


COTTAGE HOUSE * An Occasional Market 
* Next sale: SPRING FLING! APRIL 13, 
14, 15, 16, 17 Wed. 1-8 pm. Thr-Fri 
10am-7pm. Sat-Sun 10am-ópm. • 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOME SERVICES 


Excellent 


Painting. Highest-quality 
painting service. Authentic, friendly, 
professional. Twenty-five years experience. 
Licensed. Insured. Absolute satisfaction 
guaranteed! Twin Cities Metro, (612) 605- 
3536, www.Excellent-Painting.com. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
schedules. — tliddellcleaningfdyahoo.com. 
Call Terry: (612) 834-4887. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


IRENE GREENE, MSEd, Psychotherapist: 
24 years experience. Individual, Couples 
Counseling, Mediation. Life changes, 
relationship, gender, sexuality, parenting, 
anger, anxiety, depression. Coming Out, 
Sexual Abuse, DID Groups. Sliding fee. 
Professional, nonjudgmental, confidential. 
(612) 874-6442. irenegreene(dearthlink. 
net. 


ROSS AALGAARD, MDiv, MSW, LGSW. 
Transforming mind & spirit. Individual, 
couples, family, group therapy at 1200 
Marquette Ave, Minneapolis. Contact (612) 
332-7743 x285, raalgaard(awpc-mpls.org. 
Visit: www.westminstercounseling.org. 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940- 
7033. www.dennischristian.com. 


Are you in crisis, feeling depressed or 
struggling with life? Do you need to talk 
to a mental health professional now? Call 
Tris Casciaro, MA LPC, 1-866-864-8924. 
Accepts Visa/MC/AmEx/Discover. 


OWEN KONECNIK, MA, MSW, LICSW, 


Psychotherapist: Individual and 
couples counseling. Confidential, non- 
judgmental, affirming. Credit cards 


accepted. Free phone consultation. Lake 
& Lyndale location. (612) 558-6094. www. 
counselorminneapolis.com. 


Warm Contemporary Townhome. - | 
Тор of the line finishes. $309,000 
2370 sq. ft.3 BR 3 baths. 


Kathie Phillips 651.470.9370 
KPhillips@CBBurnet.com 


ROOMMATES 


Classy guy with car to share NewYorky 2 
BR, 2 BA apartment in Golden Valley. Huge 
heated pool open May 15-Sept. 15th. Under 
$500. Underground parking. (763) 544- 


~ 
M 
со 
©з 


SPA SERVICES 


THE SPA by PetertGlaser(dyahoo.com. 
2736 Hennepin, UPTOWN. 612.986.4929 
Catering to the Beauty Rituals for all Men 
and Women. Handcrafted Natural Facials. 
Body and Brazilian Waxing and Trimming. 
Manicures. Pedicures. Massage. 


TAX SERVICES 


Northeast Tax & Accounting - Personal 
& Business Tax Preparation Payroll & 
Bookkeeping Services Since 1994. (612) 
558-6197, www.netaxaccounting.com. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


FULL BODY DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE. 
Relax & Unwind from Head to Toe. Private 
S. Mpls Studio. Music, Candles, Jacuzzi, 
Full Bath. In/Out Calls. 7 days. 10am - 
Opm. (612) 388-8993. Keith. 


REAL & GOOD - m4m massage by 
experienced responsive masseur. Many 
repeat clients. Studio, shower and lots of 
ILC. Near DT Mpls, noon-10 pm, 7 days. 
Gene: (612) 749-7726. Thanks! 


FULL BODY MASSAGE. Warm relaxing 
atmosphere, Minneapolis. Hour Massage 
60.00. Shower Available. (612) 219-6743. 
7 days a week, 10 am - 10 pm. Therapist: 
5710, 167#, 32 waist. 


GOT ME? I'll do your body good. Swedish, 
Deep Tissue, Shiatsu & Thai. California 
rained and certified. Call anytime. Kurt: 
612) 338-3329. 


BORING...BORING...BORING !!! Sick of 
boring, mediocre sessions? This time... 
get unbelievably pampered and have lots 
of fun with a hot, talented masseur! These 
sessions are very unique, extremely 
erotic, totally uninhibited, and smokin" 
hot!!! Call for details (no pressure to hire] 
- you're gonna love this! Kevin, (612) 229- 
0001. 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 


Treat yourself to a complete relaxation. 
Trained by the Aveda Institute. Over five 
years in practice. Emanual Tekle, CMT (612) 
396-8912, www.MassageFitnessMpls.com. 


LAVENDER 


MAGAZINE.COM 


To 


reserve 


your space 
in the 
CLASSIFIEDS 


please 


contact 


Suzanne Farrell 
(612) 436-4699 


Suzanne@lavendermagazine.com 
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T 
COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Community Connection brings vis- 
ibility to local GLBT-friendly non-profit 
organizations. To reserve your list- 
ing in Community Connection, call 
612-436-4698 or email advertising® 
lavendermagazine.com. 


E T rang] 
AIDS/HIV & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals Living with 
HIV/AIDS - Onsite Meals, Food Shelf and 
Supportive Services. 

730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness.org 


HIM Program - Red Door Services 
Hennepin County Public Health Clinic. 
525 Portland Ave., Ath Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HlMprogram.org 
www.StopSyphMN.com 

МУЛШ PO! org Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide referral 
service to connect with HIV information and 
resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 

(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health Treatment 
Program for Adults Living with HIV/AIDS. 
710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals 
to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over The 
World And Every Period Of Human History. 
Free Admission Daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 


Zeitgeist Arts 

Café - Cinema - Theater 
"Let us entertain you!” 

Zeitgeist Arts Building 

222 E. Superior St. 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-9100 Café 

(218) 722-7300 Cinema 

(218) 336-1414 Theater 


www.zeitgeistarts.com 


EDUCATION 


Minnesota Online High School 

Small statewide, public online high school 
open to any Minnesota resident in grades 9 
through 12. 

1313 5th St. SE, Ste. 300 

Minneapolis, MN 

(800) 764-8166 


www.mnohs.org 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 

Healthy Me. Healthy Community. Serving 
men, women and families. Fitness locations 
in Downtown, Midtown, Uptown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0501 

www.ywcampls.org 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS 


GLBTCALLITQUITS.COM 
If you're ready to quit smoking, 
we're here to support you. 


(866) 434.9736 


Rainbow Health Initiative 

Working to improve the health of LGBTQ 
Minnesotans through education, clinical 
practice, outreach, and advocacy. RHI is 
the lead agency for the MN Тобассо-ћее 
Lavender Communities. 

611-A West Lake Street 

Minneapolis, MN 

(877) 499-7744 
www.rainbowhealth.org 

www.mntlc.org 


Sexual Health Empowerment (S.H.E.) 
Clinic 

Uninsured? Underinsured? Sexual health 
services for female-bodied, queer-identified 
individuals provided on a sliding fee scale. 
33 South 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 332-2311 


www.midwesthealthcenter.org 


HISTORICAL 


Minnesota History Center 

History comes to life with permanent and 
changing exhibits, concerts, lectures, family 
days and other special events. Featuring 
Cafe Minnesota, museum shops and the 
Minnesota Historical Society Library. 

345 Kellogg Blvd W. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 259-3000 


www.minnesotahistorycenter.org 


Historic Fort Snelling 

Experience life at a U.S. outpost on the bluffs 
of the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers. 
200 Tower Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(612) 726-1171 

www.historicfortsnelling.org 


James J. Hill House 

Marvel at the 19th-century opulence and 
grandeur of Summit Avenue’s most stately 
mansion. 

240 Summit Ave 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 297-2555 


www.mnhs.org/hillhouse 


Minnesota State Capitol 

Discover the architectural masterpiece by 
Cass Gilbert and the home of Minnesota’s 
state government. 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 296-2881 
www.mnhs.org/statecapitol 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. 

Check out our online catalogue. 

1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 641-0969 

www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 770 

Radio K is the award-winning student-run 
radio station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Science Museum of Minnesota 

The Science Museum is the Upper Midwest's 
must-see, must-do museum. 

20 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 221-2547 

http://www.smm.org/tut 


Mill City Museum 

Raw power, dramatic views and hands-on 
un propels you through this architecturally 
stunning riverfront landmark. 

704 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 341-7555 


www.millcitymuseum.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a leading 
venue for the presentation of the art of our 
time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State and Pantages Theatres 
Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 673-0404 
www.HennepinTheatreDistrict.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals that illuminate the broad 
American experience, 

celebrating local legends, rock 

icons, and everyday people. 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 

www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing artists 
and new work while sparking conversation 
about challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing contemporary 
and classic works in an intimate setting in the 
lynlake neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
"Giving Voice to the Human Experience" - 

New and Rarely-Seen Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Мапзка, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America's 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 371-5656 (800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
communily, the MPO presents innovative, 
high quality orchestral performances. 
P.O. Box 6116 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 656-5676 

www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
1501 S. 4th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 
www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop 

Presenting world-class entertainment in the 
heart of the Twin Cities. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

Business Office: (612) 625-6600 

Ticket Office: (612) 624-2345 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating performing 
arts and educational 

programs that enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds through 
exceptional talent and masterful stories. 
20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art of musical 
theater under the artistic direction of Peter 
Rohstein. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 

www.latteda.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

America’s most exciting opera company - 
tickets start at just $20. 

620 N. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 342-9550 


www.mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


University of Minnesota Theatre Arts 
and Dance 

Educating artists and audiences through a 

diverse mix of performances on both land 

and water. 

U of M Theatre 

330 21st Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 624-2345 


www.theatre.umn.edu 


PETS/PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 

Adoption, rescue, outreach, training, 
boarding. Buffalo, Coon Rapids, Golden 
Valley, St. Paul and Woodbury. 

(763) 432-4527 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes for retired racing 
greyhounds. Greyhounds are calm, 
good-natured, and make excellent pets. 
info@gpa-mn.org 

www.gpa-mn.org 


BACKTALK * DATELAND 


Heart 


Growing Fonder 


My girlfriend just returned from a week- 
long business trip. I was so happy to see her 
that I hugged her hard, and exclaimed: *You 
really need to leave home more often." 

OK, maybe that wasn't the best way to 
phrase it. She obviously thought I could 
have handled her return differently, because 
I then was forced to spend the next hour ex- 
plaining to her what I meant. 

Although I may not act like an adult, I am 
defined as one in terms of years and experi- 
ence. As an adult, I often find the constant 
presence of another adult irritating. 

Ilike to make my own decisions. I don't 
like to be told what to eat, what to wear, how 
to drive, who to hang out with, when to go to 
bed, how much to drink...well, you get the 
picture. I like to do whatever the hell I want, 
whenever I want, and to drink as much as I 
want while doing it. 

So, romantic relationships aren't very 
easy for me. I like the sex part, but I strug- 
gle with the “you-now-must-consult-another- 
human-before-making-any-decision" stuff. 

My first reaction to any suggestion about 
my day-to-day life is *No." It doesn't matter if 
the suggestion actually would make my life 
better or easier—the initial response is al- 
ways "No." 


At first, this caused terrible problems 
with my girlfriend. She'd make what she 
considered to be a helpful suggestion—e.g., 
that I not eat cookies before dinner, or that 
I wear a hat on a below-zero day—and I'd 
respond by eating the cookies, and not wear- 
ing the hat. 

'This would result in stupendous fights, 
with her demanding that I explain my irra- 
tionality, and me sputtering about oppres- 
sion and evoking names of great, rugged 
individualists, but only succeeding in sound- 
ing like a stubborn jerk. 

Instead of walking out of the relationship 
(which I'm sure she has lived to regret), she 
decided to change tactics. She started using 
reverse psychology. Now, when she wants 
me to do something, she'll suggest the op- 
posite. Because I'm not very bright, this 
method works beautifully. 

Recently, though, she has become very 
busy at work, and has not had the energy to 
manipulate me. She has returned to making 
"helpful" suggestions, and I've resumed be- 
ing a resentful baby. 

Then, she told me she was leaving for a 
week. I was delighted! “ГІ show her!” I pro- 
claimed, as she pulled out of the driveway. “I 
can get along just fine without her." 


That night, as she predicted, I didn't 
bother to make dinner for myself, nor did I 
microwave the meals she thoughtfully had 
prepared for me. Instead, I ate a hunk of 
cheese, and drank a bottle of wine. 

I watched a marathon of the reality TV 
shows she routinely deletes with disgust 
from the DVR, and then, I passed out on 
the couch. I woke in the middle of the night, 
shivering, and wondering why no one had 
covered me with a blanket. My stomach and 
my head hurt. 

Things went downhill from there. I forgot 
to set the alarm. I forgot to brush my hair. I 
forgot to feed the dogs. 

I woke up every morning at 3 AM with 
the sinking feeling that I had lost something. 
It took several days to realize exactly what 
I had lost, or, rather, what I had found— 
someone who cares about me more than I 
do about myself. 

So, when she got home, I was thrilled to 
see her. And then, I told her to go away more 
often, because, like most adults, I know that 
people don't change. I soon would be taking 
her for granted again. And it would be in the 
best interest of both of us if she occasion- 
ally reminds me of how lucky I am. JENNIFER 
PARELLO 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 

Advocates for all GLBT Americans, mobilizes 
grassroots action, invests strategically to elect 
fair-minded individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suing the 
State for marriage equality. We welcome 
your support. 

P. O. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 
www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin Republicans 
Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.mnlogcabin.org 

OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the area of 
public policy, anti-violence, education and 
training, and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride celebration 
seeks sponsors, volunteers, and board 
members. Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

The radically inclusive СІВТО community 
of faith. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of Christ. 
333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran Church 
Upbeat, growing congregation committed 
to inclusion, justice, peace, community and 
proclaiming God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With Hennepin's 
Faith Community Through Worship, 
Education, Fellowship, Service, and More. 
511 Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 871-5303 

www.haumc.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 

A covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 

www.hohchurch.org 
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Mayflower Community Congre- 
gational United Church of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes yov. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

(35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824.0761 
www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. Progressive 
Christianity, Traditional Setting & Service, 
Social Action, The Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith journey... 
St. Mark's Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 
with Wingspan Ministry 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION + 
WITNESS + ADVOCACY + Outreach of 
St. Paul-Reformation Church to the GLBTQA 
Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota that 
intentionally welcome all people regardless 
of sexual orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


Wesley Church 

Offering hope and encouragement to all 
people. An embracing congregation. Greg 
Renstrom, Minister. 

101 E. Grant St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Office: (612) 871-3585 

Pastor: (612) 886-2863 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as Generous 
and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


RETIREMENT 


The Kenwood Retirement Community 
Our full service retirement community 
provides Independent, Assisted Living and 
Short Term apartment rentals. 

825 Summit Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 374-8100 

www.thekenwood.net 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 


Community Shares of Minnesota 
Community Shares of Minnesota raises 
funds and awareness for local organizations 
fighting for justice 

and equality. 

1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 

St.Paul, MN 

(651) 647-0440 

changeisbetter.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League 
(TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


STUDENT/CAMPUS/ALUMNI 
University of Minnesota GLBTA 
Programs Office 

Dedicated to improving campus climate by 
developing and supporting more inclusive 
understandings of gender and sexuality. 
46 Appleby Hall 

128 Pleasant St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-0537 

www.glbta.umn.edu 


TRAVEL 


Door County Visitor Bureau 
www.doorcounty.com 


Winneshiek County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau / Discover Decorah 
Refresh, rejuvenate, rekindle....whatever 
R&R you're up for, the Decorah area is the 
ultimate heaven 

507 West Water Street 

Decorah, IA 52101 

(800) 463-4692 

www.visitdecorah.com 


ZOOS 


Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 animals 
to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 

www.mnzoo.org 


Community Connection Spotlight 


BACKTALK * CONSIDER THE SOURCE 


The leeman 
Comet 


Scientists named him Iceman because 
he was frozen to death 5,300 years ago, and 
entombed by a glacier. They also chose that 
name because of a hunch that calling him 
Vanilla Ice or Ice Cube would seem flippant, 
and make it tougher to get their mitts on a 
huge research grant. 

Now, more than two decades after Ger- 
man hikers discovered the thawing body in 
the Alps—because of the odor, they thought 
they had stumbled upon a bachelor’s refrig- 
erator—leading forensic experts believe 
they know how Iceman died. They said in 
a report that because of a fractured jaw and 
broken ribs, he was likely beaten by rivals 
before crawling off to die. 

The lone dissenter was the representa- 
tive from the highly-respected Los Angeles 
Coroner’s Office, who is of the strong opin- 
ion that the injuries can point to only two 
possible scenarios: the 5,300-year-old man 
was either thrown from a lime-colored Plym- 
outh Duster during a drug deal gone bad, or 
he fell down an escalator. 

The revelations came in Chicago during 
the annual meeting of the Radiological Soci- 
ety of North America. The forensic experts 
chose Chicago because, well, it’s got the best 
damn pizza in the world, and the hot dogs 
come with a pickle spear—that’s why! 

The Stone Age corpse was examined with 
high-tech CAT scans and X-ray technology, 
which revealed many serious injuries, in- 
cluding the broken ribs and jaw on the man’s 
52" frame. 

And scientists said even more sophisti- 
cated equipment was used to determine if 
the Iceman’s feelings may have been hurt 
by the merciless teasing of classmates about 
his height. 


“Because he has a lot of injuries, one 
could speculate that he was trying to escape 
from some human trauma,” a forensic radi- 
ologist from Houston said. 

When asked whether one could also 
speculate that several thousand tons of shift- 
ing ice resting atop the man’s body for more 
than 5,000 years could possibly have caused 
any of the damage, the forensic experts re- 
sponded with great anger. 

“Yeah, sure,” a spokesman said. “And 
won't that sell a lot of books or a screenplay? 
Jerk!” 

I hear Charlie Sheen is available to play 
the role, but personally, I think that because 
of his physical stature, Tom Cruise is better- 
suited for the part. 

While scientists have not positively deter- 
mined his origins, most believe he is an ex- 
ample of Early Italian Man. This is because of 
the position of his hands at the time of death, 
which indicate that he was moving them rap- 
idly back-and-forth and up-and-down in great 


gestures—as though he was talking. 

Studies show that the man had dark hair 
and a beard, and that he probably wouldn’t 
have looked very exceptional at all if he were 
alive today and walking down the street in 
European clothing. 

Even the 5,300-year-old man's smell 
would not make him stand out in a crowd 
of European men, according to a joke from 
some incredibly insensitive person I refuse 
to identify. 

OK. It was Jay Leno. 

Studies also report that Iceman's death 
followed a "personal disaster with a depar- 
ture in full flight." 

For those of you not familiar with scien- 
tific writings, what that means is some hor- 
rible bully smacked Iceman over the head, 
and then, Iceman ran away screaming. Tsk. 
'That poor little hairy Stone Age Sissy. 

These experts also claim their tests have 
shown that the Iceman had—honest—cho- 
lesterol problems. This likely came from 
consuming red meat. And as we all know, 
eating it from a living, thrashing animal can 
really play havoc with the cholesterol. 

They say that Iceman's colon remains in- 
tact, and may still have remnants of food in 
it. Sheesh. I can't wait for the National Soci- 
ety of Proctologists to give us all the details 
about that little adventure. 

Now, consider the source here, but 
speaking as a hairy Stone Age Sissy myself, I 
sincerely hope that after at least 5,300 years, 
this will be the generation that finally puts an 
end to bullying. 

Support The Trevor Project! 

Bye for now. 

Kiss, kiss. JULIE DAFYDD 
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BACKTALK * MS. BEHAVIOR® 


Bad Vibrations 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

I’m in big trouble, and I need your help. 
Last week, my old friend, Lillian, who was 
recovering from a breakup, came to stay 
with me. 

We were lying on my bed just chatting, 
when Lillian discovered my vibrator under 
my pillow. She never had used one before, 
and asked me about it. I explained how it 
worked, but she didn’t seem to get it. 

Somehow, Lillian took her pants off, 
and used the vibrator, while I, in the spirit 
of helping a downtrodden and sexually- 
deprived friend, instructed her. Ultimately, 
she had an orgasm. 

My girlfriend was not home at the time. 
When she got back, she asked me why the 
vibrator was out. I didn’t want to lie, so I 
told her. She was furious, and told me I had 
cheated on her. 

Ms. Behavior, it never occurred to me 


that this was really sex. Lillian and I didn’t 
kiss or touch each other in any way. I will 
admit that I got a little turned on watching 
her, but my initial motivation was helping a 
friend, not my own sexual desire. 

So, did I really cheat on my girlfriend? 
Do you have any guidelines for how to tell 
whether something counts as sex? 

—BUZZ 


Dear Buzz: 

While you may not have intended to cheat 
on your girlfriend, encouraging someone 
through an orgasm probably counts as infi- 
delity (unless you’re a certified sex therapist 
or Ms. Behavior). 

Though you are clearly a helpful and well- 
meaning person, giving remedial vibrator 
lessons to mechanically-disadvantaged lesbi- 
ans will not bode well for your relationship 
with your girlfriend. 


Lesbians often feign confusion about 
which acts count as actual sex. This vague- 
ness occurs partly because heterosexist 
society prefers to define sex as penis-vagina 
penetration, which leaves lesbians totally out 
of the picture. 

But lesbians also remain confused because 
vagueness about which acts constitute sex is 
titillating. Just ask any lesbian who has man- 
aged to reach orgasm with her clothing on. 

So, let Ms. Behavior clear it up for you and 
millions of lesbians throughout the world: 
Sex is any act that potentially could result in 
an orgasm for either or any participant. 

This means that it doesn’t matter whether 
you're naked or fully-dressed; whether your 
lover minds; or whether you initially intend- 
ed to have sex. 

Bear in mind, though, that the definition 
of sex and the definition of fidelity within a 
particular relationship are not always the 
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same thing. 

While activities like phone sex or side-by- 
side masturbation unquestionably are actually 
sex, some partners don’t mind, and others do. 

While kissing isn’t sex, kissing someone 
outside the context of a monogamous re- 
lationship is often considered cheating (at 
least by lesbian girlfriends whose partners 
have kissed other women). 

In any case, apologize to your girlfriend 
for your transgression, and hope that she can 
forgive your misguided enthusiasm. 

While a hands-on approach probably 
serves you well in most areas of your life, 
next time a friend comes to you with intimate 
questions or troubles, try to have a more de- 
tached approach. 

Ask yourself: “If this were a douche or a 
tampon, would I get right in there and help, 
or would I just offer my friend a pamphlet?” 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

Im a 48-year-old man who recently start- 
ing dating a 22-year-old. Brad is sweet and 
cute. He appears to like me, but seems to ex- 
pect me to pay for things. So far, it has been 
small things. 

Brad suggested going out for pizza last 
night, and then, when it came time to pay, 
said he had no money. He also has no car, 
and expects me to drive him to school. 

This feels weird to me. On the other hand, 
he’s very affectionate. 

How can I tell if he is using me? 

—GARY 


Dear Gary: 

People successfully “use” each other all 
the time, even when money is not part of the 
arrangement. 

What’s wrong with Brad liking you be- 
cause you pay for his dinner and make him 


feel safe, and you liking him because he’s 
young and pretty? 

Ms. Behavior is fairly certain it’s not 
Brad’s scintillating conversation skills that 
keep you engaged. Anyway, you might find 
that a brief tryst with a cute young thing el- 
evates your mood for a while, as long as you 
don’t expect too much. 

Opposing expectations may cause a po- 
tential problem. If you want a lifelong part- 
nership, while Brad wants lunch money and 
an alternative to the school bus, you'll end 
up feeling used. In that case, you always can 
make him pack up his X-Box and his joystick, 
and go home. MERYL COHN 


© 2011 Meryl Cohn. Address questions and correspondence to 
<msbehavior(@aol.com>. She is the author of Do What | Say: Ms. 
Behavior's Guide to Gay and Lesbian Etiquette (Houghton Mif- 
Ат). Signed copies are available directly from the author. 
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Transformations 

Green as a Whistle 
Cleaning Service 

Stafford Home Service 57 
Lorenz Concrete 

Matt's Tree Service 

Mr. Handyman 

Personal Pride 
Construction 

Pro Home Renovating . 57 


Soderlin Plumbing, 
Heating & Air 
Conditioning 

SOS Homecare 
The Tile Shop 
Twin City Heating 


Vujovich Design Build.. 25 


INSURANCE 
Baldwin, Davina 
Bartell, Dawn 
Wolfson, Steve 


JEWELRY 


Buchholz & Burke 
Burg, Jerry 
Cloutier & Brandl 


Family Solutions Law 
Group 
Heltzer & Houghtaling 25 


Hoffner Law Firm 
Moshier, Becky 


MALLS & 
CENTERS 


Mall of America 


SHOPPING 


MEDIA & 
COMMUNICATIONS 


Minnesota Public 


MORTGAGE 
Grunewald, Mark 27 
Lozinski, David 


PET PRODUCTS & 
SERVICES 

Animal Humane Society 6 
Bubbly Paws Dog 


57 


REAL ESTATE & RENTALS 


Downtown Resource 


Farinella, Marilyn 
Haubrich, Scott 

Leviton, Ann 

McGee, Michael 
Ruzick, Amy & Johnson, 


RESTAURANTS 
Burger Moe's 

French Meadow 
Bakery & Café 

Ginger Hop/Honey .... 
Jakeeno's Pizza & 


KinDee Thai 
Restaurant 

Loring Kitchen & Bar... 
Toast Wine Bar & 


Tum Rup Thai 
Uptown Diner, 
Woodbury Café, 
Louisiana Café, 
Grandview Grill 


TOBACCO PRODUCTS 
Camel SNUS 


Have your beer 
and enjoy 
it too. 


E BEST 


озен, | PLACES TO WORK GREAT BEER 
2 for LGBT Equali 
aaa и GREAT RESPONSIBILITY. Per 12 oz., MGD 64 contains 64 cals., 2.4g carbs, < 1g protein, 0.0g fat. 


USSU ALS fp ions ©2011 MILLER BREWING CO., MILWAUKEE, WI 
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